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4 Iraq reports U.S. marines’ harassment 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said Saturday US. marines had harassed Irani 
jrae^^noo^emdiooiiMiiiai study mission inadc its territorial waters. 

‘^ P ° I1 ^ g £r ° m *** ““he™ port of Basra, said 
t * ucstlonin S provocation from 
m ^ research ship A1 Shurrouq 
sa*d *he marines had checked details of toe 
!S?Lfi^E 1 ^ of ^ WWt,,Maresah0fth eGnlfwaraiidits 

Basra University, was on its 
JE? 22? rTS?* 3 - “ Palming toe Gulf to 

3^^*°“ “"P 08 * 1 «» Iniq alter its invasion 
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Gulf finance ministers meet today 

MANAMA (R) — Six Gulf Arab finance ministers will meet in Kuwait 
Sunday — one day later than planned — and are e xp ecte d to debate a 
SlO-biUk» fond to channel aid to poor Arab states, officials sources said. 
The ministers from Qatar, Bahrain, Oman. Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the 
United Arab Emirates — members of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) — bad been scheduled to start their two-day meeting on Saturday. 
"It has been delayed to Sunday," the sources added. They gave no reason 
for the postpooxnenc. The sources conformed a joint meeting of finance 
and foreign ministers of the six-nation alliance would take place in Kuwait 
on Monday to tepare for their leaden’ summit on Dec. 23. Abdul LatifAl 
Mugrin, GCC assistant deputy secretary for economic affaire, said last 
week the SlO-bfllion fond was on toe agenda of the joint meeting. 
Golf-based economists say the ministere intend to resolve initial disagree- 
ment over how to share the cost of the fond, approved in Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia, last April. Bahrain's daily Akhbar A1 Khaleej said Thursday the 
ministere would also discuss the plight of toe Bahrein-based Arabian Gulf 
U ni vers i ty. 
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Hannas loses 
^ Hebron election 

, k OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
cfcb — The Muslim fundamentalist 
^ . group Hamas has lost another 
ssdL ejection in the Israeli occupied 
4(jJ territories. In elections to the 
istoZ directorate of Hebron’s 2,000- 
G|2 member University Graduates' 
55 1 League, the Nationalist Party 
i ojj associated with the mainstream 
hie* movement Fateh won a majority 
of the votes. “We in the national- 
ist Bt bloc are with the peace pro- 
most of the Palestinian 
‘street is with the peace process,** 
^ said Sufian Sultan, one of the 
Nationalist Party candidates. 
Hebron vs considered a West 
Bank stronghold of Hamas. In 
-tj, June, ftmdamentaiists won six out 
oat} of II seats on the board of" die 
ilgjjj chamber of commerce electrons 
nd J in the town. The elections Friday 
c 4 j. marked the second time since the 
Middle East peace conference in 
Madrid last mouth that Muslim 
nan. fundamentalists have been defe-^ 
ated in elections in their tradi-” 
c ^ tional strongholds. 

iJlO killed, 39 hurt 
n»<r: in Yemen tremor 

Oli 

®d* SANAA (R) — At least 10 peo- 
uibsiite were killed and 39 injured 
erebr Friday when an earthquake 
^ measuring four on the Richter 
akrscak hit the pr o v inc e of Ebb, 
3ij^kome 230 kilometres south of the 
-lj^ capital Sanaa, Radio Sanaa re- 
121 sported. It said most of the 
i Sit casualties where from Jebel Bahri 
ms. r village, where 17 booses col- 
do r lapsed. Nine people were wound- 
a afced when 50 houses were partially 
15 i damaged in the neighbouring 
sbliifeown of AJ-Udayn. Another 37 
^.bouses were damaged in the ear- 
Q^tiiquake, the first to hit Yemen 
at a since a major tremor that killed 
22 ^3,000 people and made 400,000 
h op- others homeless in 1982. 

> cam 

^Thatcher visits Kuwait 

rf ns ; 

: 5°® LONDON (R) — Former British 
j Prime Minister Margaret Thaicb- 
®? e er flew to Kuwait Saturday on a 
short private visit to launch an 
^ institute promoting British busi- 
ness in the emirate. The Kuwait 
8 F ruling family holds Mrs. Thatcher 
ro high esteem, crediting her with 
^towing resolve daring the Gulf 
A K B?isis- Mre. Thatcher was prime 
w ^minister when Iraq invaded 
^Kuwait in August 1990 and was 
^jjUmong the first Western leaders 
yJ’ B to send thousands of troops to 
'^.confront Iraqi forces. She res- 
, ,-fvfcned a year ago. The Thatcher 
^institute will seek to foster trad- 
, Jlog links between Britain and 
^Kuwait, Kuwaiti sources said. 

^Honecker wants 

aaato go to Chile 

«*: 

Geo?BONN (R) — Former East Ger- 
id£man leader Erich Honecker, 
rfKwanted by Boon on manslaughter 
ii^-diarges, has told Soviet officials 
« iShe wants to live out his life in 
.feg^Oiile with his family, a German 
magazine repealed Saturday. “I 
•fr*am seeking a humanitarian solu- 
t^ttkm with a family reunion in 
ijjssChtfe,” Stem magazine quoted 
. r «Mr. Honecker as telling Deputy 
^ ts- Soviet Foreign Minister Yuri De- 
s R?#iyabm. Stem said it was the first 
pjjj^official contact between the for- 
( ^mer East German leader and the 
^Soviet government since the 
^^Westion of Mr. Honecker’s ex- 
rt S jiuadition to Germany has been 
raised. Mr. Honecker, who fled 
into Soviet exile earlier tins year, 

-» Es wanted by Bonn on charges 
5® arising from his sboot-to-kiU 
^orders to guards at the Berlin 
& jWall and East German border. 

■ ^,-Bonn wants him returned but 
• * 00 mdraditian treaty be- 

ji? .ween Bonn and Moscow. 

i®L • r 

pJU.N. approves new 
& ^commission to fight 
^wlme 

^VERSAILLES, (R) — Ministers 
rjnm 108 conntries Saturday 
3 tf .,>pproved the creation of a new 
prv. Jnited Nations commission to 




p mr? crime. “Crime prevention 


ifT* justice has become one 
UJf.'s priorities,** French 
L^Jiban Affairs Minister Michel 
jjV Pelebaree told a news conference 
-j ?_-£ *** end of a three-day ministe- 
: j meeting in Versailles, just 
t f5®«Sde Paris. “The stales (of the 
i fc ; a-'.N.) have decided to tackle tins 
directly by creating a 

^jX^riiieniber. commission at the 

L ^^ ext mee b Q g of the United Na* 
economic and social council 
r ^^5 brnar >’” ^ r - Deiebarre 


Sharif Zeid outlines government priorities and tasks 

Democratisation and public freedoms 
as well as economic improvement and 
administrative reforms on the top of list 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Satur- 
day convened the first session of 
his new cabinet and outlined the 
priorities and tasks that face the 
government. 

The prime minister welcomed 
the cabinet members, wishing 
them success in carrying out their 
tasks and urging them to give due 
concern to the requirements of 
the current crucial and serious 
stage with all that it entails to 
overcome the present hardships. 

The Cabinet reviewed in detail 
the contents of the Royal letter of 
designate to the new government 
and discussed its principles and 
guidelines. 

With regard to the domestic 
policy, Sharif Zeid emphasised 
the need to speed up the formula- 
tion of legislation and measures 
that can corroborate the demo- 
cratic process, particularly the 


creation of political parties and 
the protection of public free- 
doms, especially the right of ex- 
pression. He stressed the need for 
full cooperation with the Lower 
House of Parliament. With re- 
gard to the economic situation, 
the prime minister emphasised 
the need to finalise the economic 
development plan and the econo-' 
mic restructuring programme 
within a national perspective 
which does not overlook the so- 
cial dimension, especially in the 
right of the growing unemploy- 
ment and the noticeable increase 
in poverty. 

The government, he said, 
should take speedy measures to 
deal with these two serious issues 
with seriousness and firmness. 

He said focus should also be 
given to finding suitable climate 
to pave the ground for drastic 
solutions “which can come about 


Draft-dodgers 
sentences cut 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Catenet 
Saturday decided to reduce by 
tedf the s enten ces handed down 
to Jordanians for dudgjwg the 
canprinry nffitary service. The 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, said 
the deosfon covered 329 people. 
The Cabinet dedsioa marked toe 

birthday °f Ufa Majesty King 


The Cabinet also decided to 
approve two loan agreements be- 
tweeu toe lndutrial Development 
Bank and the European Invest- 
ment Bank, an arm of the Euro- 
pean Community. 


through tackling the chronic eco- 
nomic issues plaguing the coun- 
try. 

Sharif Zeid said that this gov- 
ernment or any other can by no 
means achieve a great deal if the 
state of affairs persists within 


public administration. 

The prime minister described 
government business as slow and 
characterised by elaborate proce- 
dures and delays without offering 
real efficient service to the public. 

He called for a national effort 
to place the question of reforming 
public admi^stration at the top 
of priorities. 

He stressed that such reform 
should be conducted within a 
deep and comprehensive perspec- 
tive, giving due attention to train- 
ing and organisation. 

Hiis reform should not take the 
sole form of transferring em- 
ployees without any definite pur- 
pose or plan, he added. 

The prime minister stressed the 
importance of giving due respect 
to the citizens and offering them 
the opportunity to have access to 
any source of information and 
knowledge. 



Farmer prime ministers Zaid Rtfal (right) and 
Taker Masri (centre) Saturday call on Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker to congratulate 


Mm on Ms a p poi n t me nt as premier and 
formation of his g ov ernment (Petra photo) 


the 


He concluded fay saying that 
Jordan will pursue the effort to 
end differences among Arab 
countries and will intensify con- 
tacts aimed at reactivating pan- 


Arab institution. 

He also said that Jordan's main 
and central objective will be the 
defence of the Arab rights in 
Palestine. The Jordanian govern- 


ment, he added, will exert every 
effort in order to regain these 
rights in a manner that would 
fulfil the aspirations of the 
Palestinian people. 


PLO asks 
W ashington 
for same 
treatment 
as in Madrid 

TUNIS (R) — The Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) said 
Saturday it was not opposed to 
Washington as the venue for 
further Middle East peace talks 
but expected its shadow delega- 
tion to be accorded the same 
facilities and treatment it re- 
ceived in Madrid. 

The White House Friday issued 
invitations to Israel, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Syria and Palestinians 
to a fresh round of peace talks on 
Dec. 4 in Washington. 

Only Jordan has acce p ted the 
invitation. Israel, Lebanon and 
Palestinians said they were still 
considering it. 

PLO spokesman Ahmad 
Abdul Rahman said the PLO was 
examining the invitation that was 
handed to Palestinians. 

He said the PLO would re- 
spond in a few days’ time but “in 
principle (it) is not against the 
choice of Washington as the 
venue for the negotiations.” 

Mr. Abdul Rahman added that 
the PLO “asks the United States 
to grant h the same facilities to its 
invisible delegation as given by 
the Spanish authorities when the 
peace conference opened in Mad- 
rid." 

Palestinians were represented 
by delegates from the Israeli- 
occupied territories at the open- 
ing stages of the Arab-Israeli 
talks in Madrid last month, but 
the PLO sent a delegation that 
worked behind the scenes. 

Israel rejects any direct contact 
with tiro PLO. 

“We want PLO officials to be 
present in Washington to facili- 
tate the negotiations," said Mr. 
Abdul Rahman, who was in Mad- 
rid with PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat’s advisor Nabfl Shaath. 

“If we get signals from 
Washington that we will have the 
wmft facilities as in Madrid, there 
will be no further obstacles in the 
way of Palestinian participation," 
he added. 

Washington broke off a dia- 
logue with the PLO in June last 
year after an abortive Palestinian 
gnenilla raid on the Israeli coast 
by a PLO faction. Since then 
Washington has been reluctant to 
grant visas to Palestinians. 

Several members of the PLO 
said this week the dialogue with 
the United States should resume 
as a precondition for holding the 
talks in Washington. 

In Madrid official PLO repre- 
sentatives were given special pri- 
vileges and facilities for their 
security and contacts. 

The PLO has an embassy-like 
office in the Spanish capital but* 
no such facility in Washington. 


Israel wants more talks 
with U.S. on hilaterals 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel will 
bold further discussions with the 
United States before responding 
to an invitation to renew Middle 
East peace talks in Washington 
next month, an Israeli official 
said Saturday. 

The head of Israel’s govern- 
ment press office, Yossi Olmert, 
told Reuters Israel would need 
some time to consider its re- 
sponse. 

“It will take some time,” he 
said. “We are considering. We 
will have more talks with the 
Americans.” 

Mr. Olmert said Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Sh amir was leaving 
Washington Saturday night and 
was due here Sunday, when the 
Israeli cabinet meets. 

The White House on Friday 
issued invitations to Israel, Jor- 
dan, Lebanon, Syria and Palesti- 
nians to a fresh round of peace 
talks on Dec. 4 in Washington. 

On Saturday only Jordan had 
accepted the invitation while 
Israel, Lebanon and Palestinians 
said they were still considering it. 

Mr. Shamir wanted to foUow 
October’s Madrid peace confer- 
ence in early November with 
further bilateral talks in the Mid- 
dle East with Israel’s Arab neigh- 
bours. The Arab delegations re- 
jected this. 

For the Palestinians, Washing- 
ton is a preferred venue, but 
spokeswoman Hanan Ashrawi 
said they would seek clarification 
before replying to the invitation. 

“There are several problems. 
The first is that there is no U.S.- 
PLO dialogue at present... and 
we do have a visa problem for tiro 
Palestinian leadership,” she told 
report er s. 

Several members of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation said 


this week this group's dialogue 
with the United States should 
resume as a precondition for 
holding the talks in Washington. 

But Dr. Ashrawi said the 
Palestinian response would not 
be conditioned on this or any 
other issue. The PLO is not 
officially a party to tiro tails. 

Both Israelis and Palestinians 
regarded the U.S. move as con- 
sistent with Washington’s 
strategy to get Israel and foe 
Arabs to the bargaining table. 

Middle East political analysts 
said Israel would come under 
heavy international pressure if it 
did not accept the invitation, 
while a negative response would 
also affect its already strained 
relations with the United States. 

Asked what would happen if 
any of foe parties refused to 
attend, U.S. State Departme n t, 
spokeswoman Margaret Tutwfler 
said: “Obviously it would be an 
unfortunate choice. 

“It would obviously be very 
disappointing, not only to the 
co-sponsors (of the talks, tiro 
United States and the Soviet Un- 
ion) but I think to many countries 
and peoples around the world." 

Israel contended on Friday the 
territories it seized in the 1967 
Middle East war were vital to its 
“security” and that the import- 
ance of “strategic depth” was 
recognised in a recent accord 
between NATO and foe Warsaw 
Pact. 

Referring to the West Bank, 
Israeli U.N. Representative 
Yoram Aridor told the General 
Assembly: ‘*7116 mountainous 
terrain of Judea and Samaria 
provide land with the necessary 
. topographical advantage that 
would be crucial in withstanding 
any attack from the east." 


Palestinian, Israeli activists urge 
their leaders to work for peace 


RAMALLAH, Occupied West 
Bank (R) — Palestinians and 
Israelis met in foe occupied West 
Bank Saturday to urge their lead- 
ers to seek peace in resumed 
Middle East talks. 

The biggest such gathering in 
the Israeli-held territories since 
the Gulf war came as leaders on 
both sides weighed a U.S. invita- 
tion to peace folks in Washington 
on Dec. 4 after a ceremonial 
opening in Madrid last October. 

“I ... demand that our reluc- 
tant leaders give us peace,” Heb- 
rew University Professor Peter 
Hillman told 400 Palestinians 
and Israelis at a public meeting 
in the West Bank town of Ramal- 
tab. 

“We want to express our desire 
for a just and lasting peace based* 
on justice and international legi- 


timacy (United Nations resolu- 
tions),” said Marwan Tonbasi, a 
Palestinian activist from Ramal- 
lab. 

Israel had not responded to the 
American uxvitation on Saturday. 
The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) said it was not 
opposed to meeting in Washing- 
ton 

Speakers at the Ram all ah 
meeting demanded that Arab and 
Israeli leaders make concessions 
to achieve peace. 

“We very much wanted to de- 
monstrate that the peace process 
which is going on on a higher 
level is supported by people at 
grassroots level,” said Hebrew 
University Professor Galia 
Golan, an organiser of the meet- 
ing. 

Israeli peace activists, who 
broke off years of face-to-face 


meetings when Palestinians in the 
occupied territories showed sup- 
port for Iraq during the Gulf war, 
have renewed dialogue since the 
Madrid conference. 

Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip demonstrated 
with olive branches during and 
after conference to show their 
support for the historic talks. 

The Israeli army barred 
Palestinians from the northern 
part of the West Bank from cros- 
sing the 1967 border to Israel for 
another meeting Saturday. In- 
stead the meeting took place at 
the border known as the green 
line. 

Activists said they planned 
further meetings. 

Ms. Golan said 50 Israeli and 
Palestinian children met in the 
Gaza Strip last week to demons- 
trate for peace. 


Shevardnadze meets Palestinian team 


MOSCOW (R) — Leaders of the 
Palestinian delegation to the Mid- 
dle East peace conference met 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze Saturday for an 
exchange of views before the next 
round of talks. 

TASS news agency said Haidar 
Abdul Sbafi and Faisal A1 Hos- 
seini, who head the Palestinian 
side of a joint delegation with 
Jordan, discussed the next stage 
of the folks, formally sponsored 
by Washington and Moscow. 

“There was an exchange of 
opinions on the situation sur- 
rounding the peace process with a 
stress on organising further direct 
bilateral and multilateral talks,” 
TASS said. 

“Both sides confirmed their 
readiness for constructive coop- 


eration in the interest of securing 
further progress in foe peace pro- 
cess," it said. 

The White House Friday issued 
invitations to Israel, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Syria and Palestinians 
to afresh round of peace talks on 
Dec. 4 in Washington, following 
the opening session in Madrid. 

Only Jordan has accepted foe 
invitation. Israel, Lebanon and 
Palestinians said they were stiD 
it. 


A Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) official Wednes- 
day welcomed the return of Mr. 
Shevardnadze, who resigned last 
December, and said Palestinian 
leaders would press him to link 
Jewish emigration and Israeli set- 
tlements. 


Nabil Shaath, political adviser 
to PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
said the Palestinians would press 
Moscow to make the continued 
emigration of Soviet Jews con- 
ditional on Israel suspending set- 
tlement activity in foe occupied 
territories. 

The Soviet Union has conde- 
mned the Israeli settlements but 
in the past it has argued that it 
cannot stop Jews emigrating and 
that it has no control over where 
they go. 

Palestinian officials said their 
priority in the next sessions would 
be to caD for a halt to settkmeat 
budding and implementation of 
Geneva conventions on people 
under occupation. 

The conventions outlaw settle- 
ments on occupied territory. 


The 6 Masri experience 9 the forces that were not 


This is the second of a series of arteries analysing Jordan’s 
deinoaa&fc experiment, with special emphasis on the experience of 
the government of Prime Minister Taher Masri, who resigned last 
week. 


By Lands K. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


WHEN THE first general par- 
liamentary elections in 23 years 
in Jordan were held two years 

r , one of its shortcomings was 
the balloting preceded the 
legaHmikwi of pofitkal parties. 
Two years later, analysts argue 
that the absence of k^aiised par- 
ties to contest (he elections, 
dong with other rest ri ctions im- 
posed by toe electoral law , bad 
te a l fftrn ngl y iretf m mental in die 
ftabm of fanner Prime Minister 
Taher Masri to form a broad 
coalition government. 

They argue that Mr. Masri had 
to deal with blocs governed by 
penoiari approaches rather than 
political platforms dial make 
them responsible to their consti- 


tuencies. 

The exception will be a prime 
minister who chooses to forge an 
alliance with the Muslim 
Brotherhood; an unlikely event 
in the fbrseeable future since the 
fundamentalist movement fears 
it wiH undermine its grassroot 
s up port if it takes part in a 
cabinet engaged in negotiations 
with Israel. 

Some political observers dis- 
agree. They argue that par- 
Eamemary blocs might not be 
political parties, but toey certain- 
ly represent group interests. In 
practice these blocs were only 
formed after November 1989 
elections and they did not come 
together on the basts of a de- 
clared common political prog- 
ramme daring the elections. 

In practical terms this means 
that the position of these blocs 


can be dictated by narrow gains 
— soefa the number of seats each 
holds in the Lower House — 
rather Hum to a programme that 
wiH bold them accountable to 
their comtitnendes. 

The Democratic Bloc, which 
potiticaBy repre se nts the broader 
coalition of the major secular 
forces known as the Jordan Arab 
National Democratic Affiance 
(JANDA), has not deviated 
much from the pattern of the 
other blocs even though three of 
its nine members belong to orga- 
nised leftist groups. 

The three, representing Jor- 
dan’s Co mm u ni st Party, foe Jor- 
dan People's Democratic Parly 
and toe People's Union Party, 
ran in the elections as individuals 
after His Majesty King Hussein 
suspended an article in the elec- 
toral law banning members from 
“illegal groups” to seek FBitia- 
ment seats. 

But the Democratic Bloc, 
which has been tfivided over toe 
peace process and the Masri gov- 


ernment, has also proved not to 
wort according to a dear politic- 
al programme. The ministers 
named by JANDA in the Masri 
ended np taking in- 
stands either by res- 
igning from the Masri govern- 
ment or by conthming to serve in 
toe new government. 

JANDA’s position, including 
that of the Democratic Bloc, is 
mostly influenced by the prob- 
lems that have been plaguing the 
Jordanian left since coflapse of 
global co mmuni sm (the crisis of 
the Jordanian left anil be 'dealt 
with separately). 

The structure of Parliament, 
and the faflore of the organised 
left to. assert a strong role are 
viewed by many analysts as rein- 
forcing foe “rid ways” of form- 
ing a government in a way that 
accommodates the interests of 
the big dans and the conserva- 
tive set-up that was dominant in 
the predemoctatisation era. 

Thus, in a way, Sharif Zeid 
Ben Suker's formation of what 


has been viewed as “a right of 
the centre” cabinet could be seen 
as a natural coarse of events if 
ariy because of the absence of 
new solid ground rules that allow 
for an advanced phase of politic- 
al pluralism. 

Political observers, however,- 
are s ceptical that new elections 
based on toe amended and a 
more progressive election law 
wiD bring about a fundamental 
change in the pofitkal structure 
of foe parliament. 

The present election law was 
criticised by analysts and most 
pofitkal activists for its division 
of electoral districts in a way that 
re infor ced tribal affiances and 
the dominance of tratotional con- 
s e rvati v e sectors. 

Many analysts, aigue that un- 
less all restrictive provisions in 
the law are completely repealed 
and the oM the new political 
parties get their act together the 
turnout for new Sections w91 faS 
again in creating a structure con- 
ducive to phmfism. 


Iraq frees 
Briton; 
London 
releases 
Iraqi cash 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq freed a 
jailed British businessman Satur- 
day in a deal that unlocked Iraqi 
assets held in British banks. 

In a tradeoff for Ian Richter, 
released after six years of a life 
sentence for bribery, Britain 
pledged to unfreeze £70 million 
($110 million) to buy food and 
medicine for sanctkms-battered 
Iraq. 

Britain becomes foe first of the 
Gulf coalition allies to release 
Baghdad assets seized in the 
Kuwait invasion crisis nearly 16 
months ago. 

Britain’s Prime Minister John 
Major described the release as 
“very welcome news,” adding: “I 
look forward to seeing Ian Rich- 
ter set foot on British soil again.” 

‘It’s wonderful to be out. It’s 
one of those long, dark tunnels 
and foe light suddenly opens,” 
the 45-year-old chemical engineer 
told reporters after being freed 
from Baghdad's Abn Ghraib 
max imum security jail. 

“I ran a half marathon this 
morning, 40 tones round a rather 
bumpy and dusty football pitch 
and I had no idea this was hap- 
pening. So I had a shower and 
was just about to make a cup of 
tea when I was summoned and 
told: ‘pack your things,’ ” he said. 

Mr. Richter, who spent two 
Gulf wars in jail and always de- 
nied he had tried to bribe Iraqi 
officials, looked lean, fit and tan- 
ned. He said he was well-treated 
by Iraqi authorities and t o wa r ds 
the end turned down an offer of a 
three-cell suite. 

His release was negotiated by 
Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, foe 
United Nations envoy overseeing 
relief operations in the Guff, and 
followed appeals by King Hus- 
sein. 

“This is a very happy day 
indeed. He must be feeling enor- 
mous happiness and trepidation,” 
Prince Sadruddin told a news 
conference at which he 
announced the Briton’s freedom. 0 

Mr. Richter, who telephoned 
his wife Shirkey from a satellite 
phone in Prince Sadruddin's 
suite, will fly to London Sunday 
with Prince Sadruddin. 

*Tve spoken to my wife, I 
think we were both in tears,” he 
said over a glass of champagne 
with U.N. aides and Iraqi offi- 
cials. 

Under the deal, Britain will 
nnfreese £70 million of the £400 
mflfam ($640 mffion) it froze 
under U.N. sanctions to punish 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in Au- 
gust 1990. ^ 
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Iraq says it has Suspect 

tt tvt ' i links AUB 

U N. approval to blastto 

fly meat from Sudan Israel, allied 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi Air- 
ways, grounded by Golf crisis 
-sanctions, has received U.N. 

. approval to fly to Sudan to collect 
. a cargo of meat, the director of 
the airline said in remarks pub- 
lished Saturday. 

Norrudin Safi told Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) that the U.N. 
Sanctions Committee had 
approved the flight by one of its 
Boeing 707s now in Amman to 
Sudan, where nine millions peo- 
ple face food shortages because 
of drought and war. 

. Baghdad was now negotiating 
with the U.N. for permission to 
fly the meat directly from Khar- 
toum to Iraq in what would be the 
first flight allowed for a commer- 
cial aircraft since the end the war 
in February, be said. 

This was necessary to stop the 
.meat spoiling on the alternative 
route, a 12-15 hour drive from 
Jordan, Iraq’s lifeline for im- 
ported food and other goods, be 
added. 

The Sudanese government 
Lieutenant-General Omar Has- 
san A1 Bashir saw itself as a 
bulwark in a “front of steadfast- 
ness” stretching from Iraq 
through Sudan and Libya to 
Mauritania and confronting a 
'U.S. “imperialist plot" against 
. the Arab World, diplomats said. 

It was one of a handful of 
countries to stand behind Bagh- 
dad during the Gulf conflict. 

It has pledged that, despite its 
domestic problems, it will help 
Iraq with food and drugs to over- 
come shortage caused by U.N. 


sanctions which the government 
says are killing thousands. 

Mr. Safi said be held talks on 
Friday with a visiting U.N. en- 
voy, Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, 
and pressed for permission for 
one such flight a day to various 
destinations for two years. 

Prince Sadruddin and his staff, 
negotiating a new agreement on 
U.N. relief in Iraq, were not 
immediately available for com- 
ment. 

The U.N. Sanctions Commit- 
tee authorities a flight last week 
or relief goods from Stockholm to 
Amman but the consignment of 
grains and medical supplies came 
to Baghdad on the 1,000- km 
road. . 

Iraq imported up to 75 per cent 
of its food before the conflict and 
the government says it needs $3 
billion worth of food and drugs to 
maintain minimum standards of 
living through the winter. 

Mr. Safi did not make dear 
what kind of meat Sudan might 
provide. Experts said Sudan had 
millions of cattle in the civil wor- 
tom south of the country and 
sheep and goats in the north. 

Iraq says millions of its own 
livestock were killed by bombs 
and fighting during the conflict 
that ended its occupation of 
Kuwait and that it has killed 
breeding stock for their meat. 

Sudan sent 60,000 tonnes of 
grain to Somalia earlier this year 
and supported rebels there who 
overthrew the pro-American gov- 
ernment of Mohammad Siad 
Bane. 


militia 


U.N. team to hear 
Iranian side of war 


TEHRAN (R) — A U.N. mis- 

* sion is visiting Iran three years 
■ after the war against Iraq to hear 
' Tehran's version of an eight-year- 
long conflict that caused up to a 

; 'million casualties on both sides. 

’ : ‘ The mission's task is to draw op 

* a picture of Iran's needs that 
1 could help it qualify for conoes- 

iSdnary loans to finance the recon- 
struction of war-devastated West- 
era areas. 

1 ; Coinciding with the visit; Iran 
T announced Friday the release of 
450 Iraqi prisoners of war (PoWs) 
on humanitarian groands^The 
' PoWs were reported crossing a 
. Western border checkpoint into 
' their homeland. 

Ironically, it was only after Iraq 
.-attacked Kuwait in August 1990 
.that a diplomatic deadlock hold- 
ing up the mission was broken. 
. A similar U.N. mission is due 
, ‘to visit Iraq, probably in early 
1992. "The war has put Iran back 
.,10 years,” Abdul Rahim Abi 
,’Farah, a former U.N. under- 
. -secretary-general told Reuters. 

Mr. Farah led a first mission to 
• ' Iran last June to study direct 
■damage from the war in key 

- sectors like oil, agriculture, hous- 

- ing and transport. 

- • The follow-up mission will con- 

* centrate on indirect damage, in- 
•_ eluding the environment and the 
• social upheaval caused by the 

flight of two million people from 
the war zone. 

Iran sees the U.N. mission as a 
sign that the international com- 
munity is finally willing to hear its 
side of the story. 

Western diplomats said that 
after feeling wronged and com- 
plaining the world bad ganged up 
’ against it, Tehran now wants to 
, seize this chance to rejoin the 
international mainstream. 

Scars left by the war against 
Iraq are still there for all to see in 
1 [ran. 

The government says direct 
damage amounted to $31 trillion 
: rials and that the indirect damage 


totalled 34 trillion rials in con- 
stant 1988 prices. 

But the problem is which rate 
of exchange is used — tile pre- 
revolutionary official one of 70 
rials to the U.S. dollar ot the free 
market rate of 1,400 rials to the 
dollar. 

The 1987 U.N. Security Coun- 
cil resolution that ended the war 
called for a mission to assess the 
damage, in both countries. 

It also promised an impartial 
inquiry to establish who was to 
blame for tire war. 

Iran, which says it was the 
victim of an imposed war, hopes 
for a favourable verdict that will 
enable it to press massive com- 
pensation claims against Iraq. 

U.N. experts report that mie of 
the greatest casualties of the war is 
the Shaft A1 Arab waterway be- 
tween Iran and Iraq. 

A sovereignty dispute over the 
waterway was one of the causes 
of the war. Iraq only abandowed 
its dains in 1990 after internation- 
al uproar over the invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Experts say some 70 to 80 
sunken cargo ships — some be- 
lieved to be carrying unexploded 
munitions — still block the water- 
way, making navigation im- 


Fadlallah says no deal 
behind hostages’ release 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon said 
Saturday that a man suspected of 
a bomb attack on the American 
University of Beirut (AUB) had 
confessed that officials from 
Israel’s South Lebanon “security 
zone” were behind the blast. 

But Interior Minister Major- 
General Sami al Khatib said it 
was too early to make a formal 
accusation against Israel or the 
Israeli-backed Sooth Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia which con- 
trols the “security zone.” 

“This bombing took place 
according to control from officials 
in the “security zone.” 13115 is the 
logic of the suspect and his com- 
plete confession,” Mr. Khatib 
told a news conference. 

The suspect. Jihad Al Khalil, 
was one of five people believed to 
have carried out the Nov. 8 car- 
bomb blast that destroyed AUB’s 
college hall adxmmstanon build- 
ing mid killed a janitor, he said. 

“We are faced with a highly- 
trained intelligence man,” be 
added. 

Asked who was behind the 
bombing, Gen. Khatib replied; 

“In his (Khalil’s) confession he 
said officials from South Lebanon 
are responsible for the a trade and 
they demanded this Jihad make 
the explosion.” 

The Syrian-backed government 
saw the bombing as a bid to 
sabotage U.S. -backed Middle 
East peace talks and Beirut’s 
drive for peace after 15 years of 
civil war, which ended hot year. 

AUB, a favourite target for 
militant attacks in the 1980s, has 
no direct links to the United 
States but has been the symbolic 
centre of Washington's influence 
in Lebanon since it opened in 
1866. 

Gen. Khatib said a large sum of 
money was withdrawn from a 
Beirut bank in the name of Jihad 
Al Khalil four days before the 
attack. 

Khalil's sister Hayat, a former 
AUB student who was murdered 
after the car blast, “has links to 
the security zone,” he added. 

He said people bad names and 
had made sketches of three other 
members - of the network Who 
remained at large. 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s most 
influential pro-Iranian leader said 
Friday there was no deal behind 
the release of Western hostages 
and complained that the West 
still expected Lebanese militants 
to make a deal on Arab pris- 
oners. 

Sheikh Mohammad Hussein 
Fadlallah, the spiritual leader of 
Shiite Muslim fundamentalists in 
Lebanon, said the Western hos- 
tage saga would be over for 
humanitarian reasons. 

“We have repeatedly said that 
this file should be dosed one way 
or the other through its huma- 
nitarian dimension phis some 
political aspects,” Sheikh Fadlal- 
lah said in his sermon at Friday 
prayers. “It seems that this file 
will be closed.” 

Hopes have risen this week 
that the remaining hostages held 
in Lebanon by pro-Iranian 
coups, three Americans and two 
Germans, wiD be freed soon. 

Two hostages, Briton Terry 
Waite and American Thomas 
Sutherland, were released Mon- 
day in a breakthrough q p pT Mfll y 
related to a surprise decision by 
the kidnappers to separate the 
case of Westerners from that of 
Arabs imprisoned by Israel. 

Diplomats in Beirut said the 
kidnappers, who had previously 
demanded the Arab prisoners in 
exchange for the Westerners, had 
given in to Iranian pressure. 

Israel will release its prisoners 
only in exchange for Israeli ser- 
vicemen missing in Lebanon, or 
their remains or hard information 
on their fate. 

Sheikh Fadlallah, who has the 
Shiite religious rank of Ayatol- 
lah, said: “If the hostage file is to 
be dosed, then there are (Arab) 
captives detained by Israel ... 
why haven’t we heard of interna- 
tional demand asking Israel to 
release them.” 

“Why do the Americans and 
Europeans say that releasing the 
Western hostages shouldn't be 
the result of a deal? We have 
accepted this but why do they 
insist that freeing the prisoners 
held by Israel must come as part 
of a deal with Israel in return for 
releasing its soldiers? 

"The fact ... is that we Arabs 
and Muslims are (considered by 
the West as) worthless." 

Israel has rleased 66 prisoners, 
mostly Shiite Lebanese, and re- 
turned the remains of nine guer- 
rillas in return for the remains of 
one soldier and confirmation that 
two other servicemen missing in 


Sudan rebels said 
launching big assault 


Local people no longer dare -to 
fish in the river. “This is an 
enormous problem affecting the 
whole lifestyle of the people,” 
one expert said. 

In the port of Khorramshahr, 
only 6,000 remain of a pre-war 
population of 167,000. The U.N. 
says: “The physical destruction of 
khorramshahr is almost com- 
plete." 

. There and in the nearby oil 
town of Abadan — site of what 
was once the world's largest refiv- 
ery — the tangled wreckage left 
by the war amounts to 10 million 
tonnes of scrap medal. 

The U.N. will recommend it 
should be melted down into 
ingots: 


CAIRO (R) — Rebels fighting 
for autonomy in southern Sudan 
have bombarded the regional 
capital Juba in a big offensive, a 
leading Arab newspaper said 
Saturday. 

Al Sharq Al Awsat, published 
in both Cairo and London, said 
the city had come under intense 
artillery fire in the last two days 
and the airport had dosed to 
civilian traffic. 

Juba, 1,200 kilometres south of 
Khartoum, has long been sur- 
rounded by rebels and for the last 
two years food has had to be 
brought m by air. 

The Saudi-owned daily quoted 
Western diplomatic sources and 
informed Sudanese circles as 
saying the shelling was an appa- 
rent prelude to a long-planned 
attack on Juba. - 

A faction of the Sudanese Peo- 
ple’s liberation Army (SPLA) 
led by John Garang had prepared' 
an assault on the heavily-guarded 
dty for months. 

The newspaper report, date- 
lined London, said United Na- 
tions officials had contacted the 
rebels and secured a two-hour 
ceasefire around noon on Friday 
to enable international aid agency 
workers to evacuate Juba. 

Southern Sudanese, most of 


whom are black and either 
Christians or animists, have been 
agitating for autonomy from the 
Arab and Muslim north since the 
mid 19505. 

The SPLA has been in open 
revolt since 1983. 

Al Sharq Al Awsat said the 
offensive was Colonel Garang’s 
response to increasing pr e ssure 
on him in recent months caused 
by the loss of support from 
Ethiopia, the SPLA's main fore- 
ign backer, and a widespread 
mutiny against his leadership. 

Reports have spoken of up to a 
third of the SPLA’s 50,000 troops 
joining the mutiny auod battles 
between rival factions. 

The split last month forced a 
postponement of peace talks with 
the government which had been 
due to be held in Nigeria. 

Al Sharq Al Awsat said die 
outcome of any offensive against 
Juba would have a big impact on 
both the government and the 
rebels.. 

It said the fall of Juba would 
put almost the whole of the south 
in rebel hands, possibly stren- 
those on the rebel side 
calling for complete secession 
from Sudan and affecting the 
standing of the ruling junta in 
Khartoum. 


Lebanon are dead. 

Israeli leaders said they will not 
free any more prisoners until they 
receive information on four mis- 
sing servicemen, mainly on pilot 
Ron Arab who was downed in 
South Lebanon in 1986 and aim 
is known to have survived cap- 
ture. 

U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar has been 
nv»riittting an end to the Middle 
East hostage crisis since August, 
six hostages and the 66 Arabs 
have been freed since. 

A tatter Fadlallah, whose word 
is respected by all Muslim groups, 
tokl the worshippers: “This is a 
world that respects only the 
mighty and we should be strong, 
if not now, then in a generation 
or two." 

• Sutherland has nicer 

Freed U.S. hostage Suther- 
land, recovering from a stomach 
ulcer after bVi years in captivity, 
declined to elaborate Friday on 
his view that publicity might have 
prolonged the ordeal of Western 
kidnap victims. 

A military statement said Mr. 
Sutherland, 60, was “recovering 
satisfactorily** at a U.S. military 
hospital in Germany after doctors 
discove r ed be bad a peptic ulcer. 

He was asked at a news confer- 
ence earlier this week whether he 
thought attention drawn to the 
hostage issue by friends of kidnap 
victims and news organisations 
had helped or harmed the cap- 
tives. 

“1 think that in general it made 
the hostage issue more high-pro- 
file and it gave the kidnappers a 
sense of importance,” be replied. 

“It probably gave the kidnap- 
pers a good reason fin 1 feeling 
that they (hostages) were worth- 
while and that they might even- 
tually get what they wanted out of 
it.” 

“But fortunately the British 
government and the American 
government particularly held 
touch on it and they (the kidnap- 
pers) realised that they weren't 
going to get anything out of it and 
I hope they don't.” 

The most prominent British 
hostages Lobby group. Friends of 
John McCarthy, said in London 
Friday it had no comment to 
make on Mr. Sutherland^ re- 
marks. 

The group was formed to cam- 
paign for freedom for Mr. 
McCarthy, released on Aug. 7, 
but it also championed the cause 
of all Lebanon hostages. 




John Garang 

If the offensive failed, it would 
undermine Col. Garang and 
strengthen the SPLA mutineers. 

Al Sharq Al Awsat quoted a 
retired Sudanese soldier as saying 
Juba would not be easy to capture 
because it was defended by up to 
20,000 government troops. 

The newspaper said Col. 
Garang’s forces had also laun- 
ched attacks much further north 
in an area about half-way be- 
tween Juba and Khartoum. 

It quoted Sudanese sources as 
saying rebels and government 
troops had fought fierce battles 
around the towns of Kadugli and 
Difling. 


MUDDLE EAST NEWS I N BRIEF 

U.N. passes suspended for Iranian rebels 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — A small group of Iranian dissidents 
complained Friday their U.N. passes had been temporarily lifted 
and charges Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar with bowing 
to the wishes of the Tehran government. A spokesman for the 
Mnjahedeen of Iran, AH Reza Jafaizadeh, told reporters his 
four-man' delegation, here to monitor the annual debate on human 
rights in Iran in a U.N. committee, had their passes confiscated 
Thursday by U.N. security guards who said they were acting on the 
instructions of the secretary-general. Mr. Jafaizadeh said the 
passes had been obtained through two U.N.-accredited non- 
governmental organisations (NGOs) that be declined to identify. A 
U.N. spokeswoman, responding to reporters' questions, said a 
U.N. member state, which she did not name, complained last week 
about the alleged misuse of U.N. passes by certain NGO members. 
She said the individuals concerned were accused of having entered 
restricted areas, distributing contentious materials in a lounge and 
conference rooms, and misrepresenting themselves as representa- 
tives ot a member state. The secretary-general called for a review 
of the complaint, and a U.N. working group which deals with 
NGOs recommended that the passes be temporarily suspended 
pending further 'investigation. Despite this, two members of the 
Mujahedeen who complained to reporters said they gained entry 
Friday by obtaining passes of the kind issued to people paying brief 
visits to the U.N. building. 

Anglican head ‘understands 1 outrage over Rushdie 

YORK, England (R) — Archbishop Robert Carey, spiritual 
head of the world's 70 million Anglicans, called on Friday for 
greater tolerance of the Muslim sentiment which drove British 
author Salman Rushdie into hiding from an Iranian death threat. 
Mir. Carey, the archbishop of Canterbury, said Mr. Rushdie’s 
novel “The Satanic Verses” contained an outrageous slur on the 
Prophet (Mohammad) and so was damaging to the reputation of 
the faith.” “I well understand the devout Muslim's reaction, 
wounded by what they hold most dear and would themselves die 
for.” In a lecture on religious understanding, Archbishop Carey 
I did not refer to the death order, his comments appeared likely to 
stoke a renewed debate over Mr. Rushdie, who this week accused 
the British government of brushing aside his plight as it seeks to 
improve ties wjth Iran. Indian-born Rushdie has been in hiding 
under police guard since February 1989 when Iran’s then spiritual 
leader Ayatollah Rubollah Khomeini ordered Muslims to kill him, 
saying his novel blasphemed Islam. 

Morocco protests against Spanish summons 

RABAT (R) — Moroccan Foreign Minister Abdulatif Filali has 
expressed concern to the Spanish ambassador over court sum- 
monses issued to staff at the Moroccan consulate in Barcelona. A 
Foreign Ministry spokesman said Mr. Filali conveyed to Ambassa- 
dor Joachin Ortega Y Salinas “the serious concern of... (the 
Moroccan) government regarding the behaviour of the Spanish 
authorities.” Local press reports Friday said Abdulatif Boubahdi, 
the Moroccan consul in Barcelona, was charged with irregularities 1 
in providing documents for Moroccans living in Spain. The reports j 
said Mr. Boubahdi and two other members of the consulate staff 
were questioned by an examining magistrate making inquiries into 
j forged work contracts allegedly issued to about 200 illegal 
Moroccan immigrants. The Foreign Ministry spokesman said the 
procedure used by tire Spanish authorities was “in absolute 
contradiction with the terms of the 1963 Vienna Convention on 
Consular Relations.” He added that, in an infringement of 
diplomatic practice, the Moroccan embassy in Madrid not the 
ministry in Rabat had been informed of the affair. 

Senate ‘October surprise’ probe bogs down 

WASHINGTON (R) — A planned U.S. Senate investigation into 
charges that Reagan-Bush election campaign officials sought to 
delay the release of American hostages in Iran in 1980 bogged 
down Friday in the face of Republican opposition. Hours after a 
Senate panel heard former National Security Council aide Gary j 
Sick tell of his conviction that a secret deal had been made with the 
Iranians, Democrats failed to get eDOugh votes to dear for debate a 
resolution authorising an investigation. Democratic majority lead- 
er George Mitchell had sought to bring the resolution before the | 
Senate but got only 51 of the 60 votes needed under Senate rules. 
Republicans opposed the investigation, calling it a politically 
inspired effort to smear President George Bush during the 
upcoming election season and insisting the charges are nothing but 
unfounded rumour. Mr. Bush was Mr. Ronald Reagan’s vice 
presidential runmngmate in 1980 when he sought the presidency 
against incumbent Jimmy Carter. Reports have circulated for years 
that officials of the Reagan-Bush campaign negotiated with Iranian 
middlemen to delay the release of the hostages until after the 
November election because they feared a pre-election release — an 
“October surprise” — would help Mr. Carter. In exchange the 
Iranians were to get American arms, as they did in secret deals 
during the Reagan administration. The 52 hostages were eventually 
released precisely as Mr. Reagan took office as president on Jan. 
20, 1981. after 444 days in captivity. 

Cyprus court clears freighter officers 

NICOSIA (R) — A Cyprus court Friday acquitted the Indian 
captain and second-mate of a freighter which collided with a British 
trawler that sank, killing all six crew. They were cleared of charges 
arising from the night collision between the Cyprus-registered, 
8,000-tonne vessel Zulfikar and Portsmouth trawler Wilhemina J. 
off southern England. The prosecution said the freighter, carrying 
sugar from Holland to Egypt, continued its voyage without 
stopping to aid the stricken boat's crew in the fog-shrouded 
channel, about 20 miles south of Newhaven on April 10. The 
Nicosia assizes acquitted Captain Vishwas Patwardhan, 31, of two 
counts — failing to render every possible assistance to the trawler 
and crew and failing to assist the crew who were in danger of being 
at sea. Presiding Judge Panayiotis Kallis said the captain, below 
deck at the time of the impact, was justified in thinking when be 
reached the bridge that the Wilhemina J. was not in danger. 




NEW DELHI (Agencies) — Im- * \ 
provement in India's relations with 1 .f;-‘ ' 
Israel depends on progress in ,; y .V 
Middle East peace talks, a senior ; < 
Indian official said Saturday. jii*'.- ■ 

“The present attitude of the -• 

Israeli government is intransigent „ J '" 
and somewhat inflexible, so there jr.‘* 
appears to be little justification » 

for a shift in Indian policy,” said 
the official, who asked not to be '! 
identified. V H -. ... 

“Any further normalisation 
would be contingent npon *'■ ir 'l 
genuine progress towards a Mid- ^ > 7 
die East peace settlement." ^ 

India, which recognised Israel 
in 1947 but has no diplomatic 
representation there, has been , 
debating for some months what ^ 
relationship it should have with 
Israel. . 

“It appears to have settled for a f\- 

glacial approach,” said a senior 
Wetern diplomat. 

"The only things they are pre- 
pared to do are very small, such ■ ! ■ 
as expanding the area of the 
Bombay consulate,” be said. 

Israel’s only diplomatic post in 
India is a consul in Bombay. 

Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao met a leading world 
Jewish figure Thursday in a signal 
that India was ready to reassess 
its lack of ties with IsraeL 

Isi J. Leibler, co-chairman of 
the World Jewish Congress 
(WJC), s said he emerged from the 
meeting hopeful that India would _■ . 

ease wdbat he called its hostility 
towards Israel. 

Officials said India wOl consid- 
er opening a consulate in Tel Frjn: 
Aviv to match the Israeli consu- 
late that has operated for many 
years from Bombay, Inida’s T - 
largest city and its business $ j 
centre. 

The officials, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said they 
expect other gestures — like 
direct telephone dialing from In- 
dia to Israel — but no immediate , r 
steps towards establishing di- 
plomatic relations. ^ i 

Mr. Leibler declined to say if :rr? 
be received any concrete prom- -2 Mr;::: 
ises, and said Mr. Rao had asked p?- r 
him to keep his comments at the sir c: - 
meeting confidential. ■•■j.zrr.r 

Tm excited. I believe India-is iz&j- , • 

going through a change, and the 
obstacles are being reviewed,” he 
tokl reporters after the meeting. ^ - :v -. 

"The fact that Rao met me is a -~-. r ... 
signal,” he said. !*•’«. ■ 

The World Jewish Congress is zcz'-. 
a roof body of Jewish organise --,11 
lions outside Israel that often acts 3 ^. j ... 

on Israel's behalf. 

Mr. Leibler, a 57-year-old Au- -Jj 

stralian, said he tokl the (Rime ^ 
minister that improving ties with 
Israel will bring material benefits, i ;‘” 

hinting broadly at India's efforts L 
to attract foreign investments. 

“Jewish communities in the 
world, especially the American 
Jewish community, are extremely ® 

agitated” at India’s current posi- 
tion, Mr. Leibler said. “Even 
today India treats Israel Kke a 
pariah.” 

He said be told Rao that India 5? 
“should treat Israel no worse 5 
than it treats Pakistan and other 
countries it has been at war 
with.” Pakistan and India mam- 
tain full diplomatic ties, despite 
having fought three wars. - 

State-owned Indian companies 
abide by an official boycott of 
Israel, though private businesses 
are free to deal with the Jewish 
state. Israeli officials say trade is 
at the level of $200 million a year, 
nearly all of it in polished tfi- 
amends. J'-"— . 

Mr. Lmbfer’s meeting with Mr. 1^., 
Rao was arranged only after the 
intervention of the U.S. and An- 2^ ( . 
stralian governments. The Au- 
stralian high commissioner ^ i - 
attended the half-hour talks. ** x- -- 
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Jordan Valley 15/28 

Yesterday's high t em p eratur es: Am- 
man 23, Aqaba 25. Htmridrty readings: 
A mm a n 41 per cent. Aqaba 38 per 
cent. 
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Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Wgbway Police 843402 

Traffic FOfioe 896390 

PnbEcSecariqrDepmaiat 

Hotel Com p l aints ................. 6QSSOO 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sew e rage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman M mdripn l i iy 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assinmoc) 121 

OveneasGdh 010230 

Central Annum Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdah Telephone Repairs 661 101 

JorduTeleviiioB ......773111 


Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 

Electric Pow er 

Company 6 36381 

RJ Right Information 08-53200 

Oneea Afia IniL Airport. 08-53200 


AMMAN: 

Hnsseia Medfeal Centre ..... 8 1 38 13/32 
Khaikti Maternity. J. Amn ... 644281/6 
AkSeh Maternity, J. Amn. ... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman MMenrity 642362 

Maltua, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmrrwuii 664171/4 

S hmcisani Hospital 669131 

IhrrieniCy Hoqdlal 845845 

Al-Moasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Isladric, Abdafi 666127/37 

AI-AhU, Abdall 664164/6 

(tafian, At-Muhajma 777101/3 

AJ-Bastur.J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Aimy.Marka 891611/15 

Queen Afia Hospital 602240/50 

Ami Hoqpilil 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zanp National Hospital .. (09)900560 


nmSina Hospital (09)986732 

Al HOorn Modem Hospital (09)990990 
mum . 

Prince ss Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hajra Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOBTHETRAVEUUBH 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

72u inform a tion is aup pB ed by Kayal 
Jonbmiaa (RJ) a a fa i illa tion dcp*rt- 
meat «r the Oneea AMa Int ernati onal 
Airport Td. (08)53200-3. where rf 
should always be vcnUctL 


arrivals 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


Jeddah (Rf) 

•M* AqabaflU) 

«S5 Dubai, Aba Dhabi (RJ) 

MM5 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 


I8J0 Beirut (RJ) 

lfc4S CmroflU) 

17:00 .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

MM — Madrid. Rome (RJ) 

UkM Paris. Geneva ( RJ) 

18:15 Frankfort, Vienna ( RJ) 

19£> Loodoo. Brussels (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

tfe35 Cairo (MS) 

14»46 Moscow (SU) 

1830 Lannca(CY) 

VhX Beirut (ME) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

•6:15 Beirut (RJ) 

*h08 Aqaba (RJ) 

11:10 T my Casablanca (RJ) 

12s4S Cairo (RJ) 

I9M Laroaka(RJ) 

2 MO Jeddah (Rf) 


20:10 Riyadh (Rn 

2*30 Aba Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

21:10 Kuala Lumpur, Singapore I RJ) 

22*0 Bangkok (1J) 

22*5 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

»fl5 - Cairo (MS) 


*•=* Beirut, Rome (AZ) 

- Moscow (SU) 

19:10 Lamaca(CY) 


Uppctflower price it t 
Apple 


Cabbage ■■«i >l i... l . ll 

CufiflotMr 

Cucumbers (Urge) . 
C ucumb er s (small) 


Gaelic 

Grapes 

Guava 

Lemon ......... 

Marrow (huge) 

Marrow (snnH) .... 

Okra 

Onion (dry) 

pwt) 

Pepper (sweet) — 
Potato 


Sweet mrioa ......... 

Tomatoes 

Watermelon .......... 


3s oer lx, 

. £w-s3 o 

500 / 450 
550/500 
850/650 
160/120 
. 220/ 170 
180/120 
360 / 320 
280/220 
800 / 700 
900/800 
500/400 
180/120 
160/120 
350/300 
850/750 
170/ 120 
320/260 
450/400 
300 / 250 
600 / 500 
. 220/160 
270/230 
420/360 
160/ 120 
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Crown Prince 
Hassan 
receives 
U.S. general 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
met in his office Saturday Gen. 
Joseph Hoar, commander of the 
UlS. Central Command and his 
accompanying delegation. 

Present at the meeting was His 
Royal Highness Prince Faisal Ibn 
Al Hussein, the commander of 
the Jordanian Royal Air Force 
and senior army officers. 

Gen. Hoar later left Amman 
after a several day visit to Jordan 
during which he was received by 
His Majesty King Hussein as weU 
as Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Beit Shaker. 

He also toured a number of 
military installations and 
archaeological sites. 

Upon their departure, Gen. 
Hoar and his accompanying de- 
legation were seen off by Army 
Chief of Staff Fathi Abu Taleb 
and other senior army officers. 


-* ■ 
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NAMING CEREMONY — In the presence of His 
Majesty King Hqssdn, a special ceremony for the 
naming of Her Royal Highness Princess Aim’s 
son, Abdul Hamffd Mohammad Anwar AJ Saleh, 
who was born Nov. 15, was held Saturday at Al 
Nadwa Palace. The ceremony was attended by 


Their Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Hassan and 
Priacfe Faisal, the prime minister, the chief of the 
Royal Court, the King’s political advisor, the 
King’s military secretary, the King’s private 
secretary, the chief judge, other senior officials 
and members of the Al Saleh family. 


Prime Minister Sharif Zrid Ben Shaker Saturday 
meets at the Prime Ministry with Jordanians from 


all walks of life as they congratulate him on his 
forming a new government (Petra photos) 


Jordanians call at Prime Ministry to 
congratulate Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 



AMMAN (J.T.) — Delega- 
tions representing various 
organisations from the public 
and private sector called at the 
Prime Ministry Saturday to 
congratulate Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker for- fonning Jordan’? ; 
new government ye'r. ; 

‘Speakers ’of'fthese dtkga r : 
dons Vetoed their allegiaa&&q . 
the Hashemite leadersbijriftd 
expressed backing to the new 
government to pursue the pro- 
cess of development and 
democratic rule. 

Among those arriving to 
congratulate the prime minis- 
ter were speakers of the Senate 
and the Lower House of Par- 
liament, former prime minis- 
ters, Parliament members, the 
chairman of the joint Chiefs of 


Staff of the Armed Forces and 
senior officers, the Public 
Security Department director 
and his aides, the chief Islamic 
justice. - heads of municipal 
councils, heads of tribes, not- 
ables from the- Palestinian re- . 
fugee camps, journalists, heads 
of unions mid other citizen?.,. 

Also arriving to congradilaie 
Sherif Zeid was the speaker of 
die Palestine National Council, 
who was accompanied by the 
commander of the Palestine 
Liberation Army. 

Members of the new cabinet 
were reported to have assumed 
their posts as of Saturday. 

Like the former govern- 
ment, the cabinet includes 10 
members from the Lower 
House of Parliament. Among 


them is Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Education 
Thouqan Al Hindawi who led 
the Constitutional Bloc in the 
Lower House of Parliament. 

The 18-member bloc held a. 
meetmg“SHtnrdky g$d elected! 
Abdul Majid Shreideh as lead-* 
er of the bloc:toirg>lace Mjr.j 
"Hindawi and-.pp. Faw$i| 
Tueimeb as the bloc's rappor- 
teur and official spokesman, 
replacing Yousef Mbaideen, 
who became minister of jus- 
tice. 

The Constitutional Bloc is 
the second largest in the house 
after the Muslim Brotherhood. 

According to another deci- 
sion by the Constitutional Bloc 
Saturday, Abdul Majid 
Shreideh will be running for 


the speakership of the Lower 
House in its up coming ordin- 
ary session. The current- 
speaker is Abdul Latif Ara- 
biyat, speaker of the Muslim 
..Brotherhood. 

parliament’s ocdjp^y s^ 
sion is scheduled to open -Dec.. 
—1 - with a speech! froml/the-. 
throne delivered by His Majes- 
ty King Hussein. Following the 
speech, the Lower House nor- 
mally meets to elect a new 
speaker for the new session 
and to prepare a reply speech 
to the King and to elect various 
committees. 

A Royal decree was issued 
Saturday appointing Ahmad 
Lawzi as speaker of die Upper 
House for a new term. 


t 
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Arabiyat meets Iraqi delegation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of the Lower House of Parliament 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat met Saturday with a delegation representing 
the Iraqi National Assembly led by Abdul Qad %^ J ™^; TJ2 
reviewed the general situation in Iraq and the plight of the Iraqi 
people under the economic blockade. Mr. Arabiyat and tte Iraqi 
delegation also discussed cooperation and coordination between 
the Parliaments of Jordan and Iraq m matters of common 
concern. 

University president meets Yemeni delegation 

IRBID (Petra) - President of Yarmouk 

met Saturday with an educational delegation 

is now on a visit to Jordan. Dr. Mahafza bnefed the visitors on 

educational development in Jordan and the changes m ‘ 

The president also expressed readiness to provide Yemen with 
educational expertise. 

CSC received 58,470 job applications 

AMMAN (Petra) — The number of job 

the Civil Service Commission thru the end of October stood at 
58,470, according to a statistical bulletin issn^ by the 
sion’s Studies and Information Department. Tbe ^ lle ^ ^ ) 

applied for jobs, 20.181 

cent of the total; and 38,289 were females, about 66 per <*qt- U 
S who applied for jobs at foe ™ 

employed since foe start of foe year Of dt°se ™o_were 
emnkwed 79 uer cent were males and 21 per cent temaies, 
re ^ bulletin. Of the total mimbers ot who 

presented job applications to the comn^on,^ pe^t ^ 

Maan. 

Workshops for teachers opened 

MAD ABA fPetra) — Three workshops for trainingschool 
JXft, tteMadaba district - 

equipment and on library science were opened 


Education Department Director Adel Abu Rubeiha. Director of 
the Teaching Technology Department Khalid Al Falahat said the 
three workshops, the first of their kind in the district, will hold 
extensive courses supervised by specialists in such fields for the 
secondary stage teachers. These courses will be held to familiarise 
the teachers with new skills in teaching with the objective of 
improving the educational process, Mr. Falahat said. 

RSCN official returns from U.S. 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The director of the Natural Reserves 
Department at the Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature 
(RSCN), Khalid Al Irani, returned to Amman from the United 
States where he attended a training seminar on issues related to 
natural reserves. The five-week course was organised by New 
Mexico University. Participants in the seminar were acquainted 
with modem techniques in managing reserves and national parks. 
They also had field tours of reserves in five U.S. states re be 
familiarised with the different objectives of these reserves. 

7 people killed in road accidents 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A total of seven persons were killed and 
another 101 wpre injured in 337 road accidents in Jordan in the 
second week of .November,- according to the Public Security 
Department (PSD). It said in a statement that there were 83 less 
accidents than the previous week. According to a report in Al 
Dustonr daily Saturday a 24 year old Iraqi national was killed and 
three Jordanians were injured in a head-on collision on the 
Azraq-Amman road. The report said that the dead Iraqi was the 
driver of a truck which collided with a smaller car. 

Traffic awareness seminar held 

AMMAN (Petra) — A seminar on spreading traffic awareness 
was held Saturday at the student affairs deanship at the University 
of Jordan. Assistant Director of the Public Security Department 
(PSD) Brigadier General Mu’ayyad , AlMubaslat, who- partici- 
pated in die seminar, outlined the PSD’s'efforts aimed at curbing 
the number of car accidents. Brig. Gen. Mubaslat said the PSD’s 
efforts in this regard include improving the proficiency of security 
personnel and using developed equipment in departments over- 
looking traffic affairs. 


New labour minister to meet 
union, discuss draft labour law 




AMMAN (J.T.) — The new 
minister of labour, Abdul Karim 
Al Kabariti, Monday will meet 
with the executive committee of 
the Federation of Jordanian 
Labour Unions, according to an 
announcement by the federa- 
tion’s chairman. Abdul Halim 
Khaddam. 

The minister and the commit- 
tee, he said, are expected to 
review a wide range of topics 
connected to labour-related 
issues and the union's program- 
mes. Also to be discussed, he 
said, is the new draft labour law 
which is still to be endorsed by 
Parliament. 

The new law addresses many 
issues, which include the im- 
provement of workers' situation, 
unemployment among Jorda- 
nians and control over the local 
labour market, according to Mr. 
Khaddam. 

Earlier Saturday, Mr. Khad- 
dam demanded that a draft 
labour law submitted to the 
Prime Ministry's Legislative 
Council be passed without any 
changes. AfteT reading the va- 
rious articles of the draft law as 
approved by the Prime Ministry, 
it was found that the final version 
looked different in form and sab- 
stance from the original draft 
submitted for approval, said Mr. 
Khaddam in a statement. 


Mr. Khaddam said that the 
articles of the draft law were 
reviewed by the federation's ex- 
ecutive committee in the pre- 
sence of representatives of the 
employers group, the Ministry of 
Labour and federation members. 
In particular, there were changes 
to tiie fourth and the 16th articles 
of the draft law which deal with 
matters related to the arbitrary 
dismissal of workers and the 
organisation of labour unions. 
Mr. Khaddam said. 

He said that the federation had 
readied the original draft after 
consulting with the Ministry of 
Labour, the employers group and 
federation members. 

The federation has considered 
the demands as submitted in the 
draft law as the minimum that can 
be accepted by the workers in 
Jordan, Mr. Khaddam added. He 
said that the new labour law was 
needed to cope with the numer- 
ous developments in the labour 
movement and re find solutions 
to the arbitrary mass dismissals of 
workers m the country. 

Mr. Khaddam appealed re the 
prime minister to intercede and 
have the council at his office pass 
die draft law in its original form. 

Meanwhile, it was announced 
Saturday that a long term out- 
standing labour dispute between 
the workers in $e paper and 



Abdnl Karim Al Kabariti 

carton industry and management 
of their company over pay and 
other benefits has been settled. 
The workers union announced 
that the workers will accept a 
decision in this matter as issued 
by the Industrial Court. 

Yousef Momani, the union’s 
secretary general, said that the 
workers had submitted demands 
for an increase in the wages of the 
workers by at least JD 20 a month 
and demanded that the workers 
be offered health insurance for 


Princess Basina continues tours of 
southern regions, praises efforts of locals 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basina is con- 
tinuing her tours of southern Jor- 
dan to meet with local community 
officials' and inspect the work of 
local organisations. 

The Princess Saturday called at 
the social services centres in the 
governorate of Maan where she 
had discussions with the local 
officials about the centres prog- 
rammes, particularly those be- 
nefitting women and children. 

The Princess was briefed on the 
various programmes of childrens' 
nurseries , clubs and units offer- 
ing vocational training courses. 
Later the Princess, who is chair- 
person of the board of trustees of 
the Queen Alia Social Welfare 


Fund (QAF) which cares for the 
rural regions social and commun- 
ity projects, inspected samples of 
products by the women being 
trained in handicrafts. 

She watched local women in- 
volved m food processing work 
and carrying out traditional in- 
dustries and discussed ways to 
remove obstacles that impede 
their work. 

After listening to a number of 
speeches, the Princess addressed 
a meeting in Maan urging the 
local community to encourage 
team work and offer more ser- 
vices to children, encourage per- 
sonal initiatives and cooperation 
among various groups. 

Princess Basma stressed the 


need for the women and other 
workers to increase their produc- 
tion as a way of improving their 
family's income. 

Accompanied by the governor 
of Maan, other officials and 
heads of charitable and social 
organisations, the Princess later 
called at the Maan Community 
Centre and inspected the nursery, 
which seats 180 children and the 
vocational training unit. 

She also opened an exhibition 
displaying handicrafts and food 
stuffs by trainees. 

The Princess chaired a meeting 
attended by representatives of 10 
social services centres and discus- 
sed future p lans and means of 
widening the scope of services. 


AbuNaab, ccmtroversial ; 
wnter riaid to rest - — 


. ii. snevj:i.- '.i j . 

writer; -laid t 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Outspoken 
Jordanian journalist and writer 
Ibrahim Abu Naab, who died 
of a heart attack In Amman 
Friday, was laid to rest at the 
Sahab Islamic Cemetery Satur- 
day. 

The late Abu Naab was bom 
in Jerusalem in 1931 and 
obtained his university educa- 
tion in the United States, 
where he graduated with B.A. 
and M.A. degrees in econo- 
mics and English. 

Mr. Abu Naab had worked 
in the media, particularly in 
newspapers in Kuwait and 
Qatar, and helped in estab- 
lishing the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) radio sta- 
tion in Cairo in 1965. 

He also worked as a col- 
umnist in the local Jordanian 
dailies of Al Ra’i, Al Dustour 


and Sawt Al Shaab as well as 
the weekly Shihan magazine. 
Earlier, he had worked in 
newspapers in Lebanon and 
Kuwait and as a news reader in 
the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration, the Arabic service. 

Mr. Abu Naab was a con- 
troversial figure who was in- 
volved in a row in the media 
with the PLO as well as a case 
involving religion. 

Last year Mr. Abu Naab had 
to face an Islamic court trial 
after being charged of being a 
member of the Qadianis sect, 
an offshoot of Islam that is not 
recognised by the mainstream 
Islamic faith. He was later ac- 
quitted. 

Mr. Abu Naab also had 
faced a dispute with the PLO 
after criticising the organisa- 
tion in a number of articles in 



WHAT’S GOING ON 


TV Art exhibition by Satwa Ammarln at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by Faronq Lambaz at Afia Art Gallery. 


Ibrahim Abu Naab 

the local press. 

Mr. Abu Naab left a number 
of books and plays and two 
documentaries about the 
Palestine problem. He was in- 
volved in translating meanings 
of Koranic verses before his 
death. 

He is survived by five sons 
and one daughter. 


themselves and members of their 
families. 

Mr. Momani told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that the 
demands were referred by the 
Industrial Court to an arbitration 
committee which in turn submit- 
ted its findings and recommenda- 
tions to the court. 

According to Mr. Momani, the 
court ruled that each worker 
should receive a JD 15 raise on 
his baric salary if it is less than JD 
286 a month. The court also ruled 
that allocations for health insur- 
ance should be raised from JD 8 
to JD 16 a month and that the 
workers be given a paid month- 
long leave should they need 
surgery and hospitalisation 1 in 
addition to the 14 day annual 
leave as provided for by the 
Jordan labour law, Mr. Momani 
said. He said that workers doing 
night shifts at the factory should 
receive a monthly allowance of 
JD 15. 

Mr. Momani expressed the 
workers appreciation to the court 
and other parties which, he said, 
have contributed to the solution 
of the labour dispute. 

Before resorting to the court, 
the workers union referred their 
complaints to the factory man- 
agement but did not receive a 
favourable response to their de- 
mands. 

Jordanian, 

Iraqi dentists’ 
associations to 
hold conference 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian Dentists Association (JDA) 
is taking part in a conference -on 
dentistry in Baghdad, which it 
organised in conjunction with (he 
Iraqi Dentists Association, 
according to JDA President Irfan 
Sultan. 

The three-day conference, 
which opens in the Iraqi capital 
Tuesday, will be attended by 150 
dentists from Jordan, Iraq and. 
other Arab countries, Mr. Sultan 
said. 

The conference will review a 
number of working papers and 
the ’participants will hear lectures 
by' .leading Jordanian and Iraqi 
dentists on various types of work 
related to dentistry, Mr. Sultan 
added. 

He said that an exhibition of 
equipment used in dentists' work 
will be organised during the con- 
ference. Jordanian and Iraqi 
firms are taking part in the ex- 
hibition, be said. 

The conference, Mr. Sultan 
said, aims to bolster scientific and 
social ties between the two asso- 
ciations and between them and 
other associations in other Arab 
countries. He said that the con- 
ference is considered as an 
embodiment of a decision taken 
earlier by the two rides to com- 
bine the associations in Iraq and 
Jordan. The decision, which is to 
pave the way for closer coopera- 
tion between dentists in the two 
countries, was approved by the 
associations’ councils in Iraq and 
Jordan, Mr. Sultan said. 

Mr. Sultan spoke shortly be- 
fore his departure for Baghdad, 
where he is to prepare for the 
opening of the conference. 


☆ Lecture by ProC. Heinz Botzl entitled “Cfiraatic Changes in 
the Arabian Peninsula During the Younger Earth History” at 
Yarmouk University — 12 nooa. 



UNIVERSITY OF JORDAN 
TENDER NO. (83/91) 

The University of Jordan invites tenders for the supply of 
language laboratory equipment and visual aids to the Language 
Centre of the University of Jordan. This project is to be financed 
by the Government of Japan's Cultural Grant allocated to the 
Language Centre of the University of Jordan. 

Interested Japanese firms or their agents qualified to tender for 
the above project are requested to take into account the 
following: 

1. Specifications and conditions of the above equipment are 
available free of charge from the secretary of the Central 
Tenders Committee to interested bidders holding a valid trade 
licence. 

2. Offers are submitted on triplicate (1 original and 2 copies; 
each copy in a separate envelope). 

3. A cash fund guarantee or an endorsed cheque of 5% value of 
each offer should be attached and submitted In a separate 
envelope. 

4. A sealed envelope containing the four envelopes and carrying 
the name and address of the bidding firm should be placed in 
the tender box at the Administration Building / Central 
Tenders Committee at a date not later than 4:00 p.m. on 8th 
Dec. 1 991 , and will be opened the following day at 12:00 a.m. 

5. Offers not satisfying these conditions will be turned down. 

Chairman 
Central Tenders Committee 
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Al-Aqsa Mosque fr Dome of the Rock 


Invitation for 

Pre-qualification scheme for International Contractors 

The Restoration Committee for Al-Aqsa Mosque and Dome of toe Rock 
would Ifte to arrange a Pre-q uaiifi cation Scheme for International 
Contractors, in order to Invite appropriate candidates to submit their offer 
for a “Restoration Project for the Dome ol the Rock in Jerusalem." ' 
The Dome of the Rock is considered as one of the most significant 
ecfifices in the world, for its unique design, decoration and beauty, it was 
an act of sublime devotion. It was built to the late Seventh Century and 
considered as one of the oldest existing and writ presaved Islamic 
Shrines which still retains its original design and structure and one of the 
most important monuments of the world Architectural Heritage. 

The scope of work consists of three parts and will be Issued in one 
tender 

Part One: Thu Dome: 

Taking down the existing alumtoium sheets and replace it with 
Copper /Zinc gilded sheets after Laying, timber boards in accordance 
with tender documents and drawings prepared for this purpose. For this 
part, almost all constructional materials had been provided on sft& 

Part Two: The Ambulatory Roof: 

Taking down the existing concrete & aluminium roof and constructional 
aluminium trusses underneath. Supply and fix timber trusses, timber 
boarding, lead sheeting in accordance with tender documents and 
drawings prepared for this purpose. 

Part Throe: 

Supply and fnstafl a fire Alarm and Protection System in the Dome of the 
Rock to accordance with tender documents and drawings prepared tor 
this purpose. 

international contractors who am specialised to this work and would Dke 
to contribute to this project are invited to collect a pre-quafification form 
from: • 

Restoration Co m mit te e Se cre t ar y /Director of AMata Momma 
Mntetry of Aeqsf & Mantle Affaira^ 
Amman-JttMl Al-Hussefn 
P.O. Box 659 TeL 686141-5 Fax: 602254 
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Ghali deserves support 


THE SELECTION of Boutros Ghali as the next United 
Nations secretary general comes at a time when the world 
body’s stature and effectiveness has reached unprecedented 
new heights. This makes the recommendation of the U.N. 
Security Council to the General Assembly to elect the 
Egyptian deputy prime minister doubly si gnifican t. To 
begin with, the choice of Dr. Ghali marks the first time that 
an Arab and an African statesman has made it to the top 
position in the international organisation and that was in no 
small measure a tribute to Egypt’s growing role in 
international and regional affairs.' In thin vein, the 
contributions of the U.N. secretary general-elect to national 
and regional diplomacy most have also made a positive 
impact on the members of the Security Council enabling 
them to reach a consensus in favour of the Egyptian 
s ta t e sm an In spite of the fact that the list of strong 
candidates for the post from the African continent and other 
regions of the world was indeed long. 


: Furthermore, the African countries had been denied an 
opportunity to bead the United Nations since its inception 
back in 1945. Most of the others have had the opportunity to 
have <me of their own to fill the internationally-coveted post. 
This was the time therefore to rectify this famwianw. by 
giving the African nations their first chance ever to lead the 
world body in an era in international affairs that is both 
unique and propitious for the advancement of the new world 
order that is beginning to take shape on the heels of the 
collapsed East-West rivalry. 


Dr. Ghali has lost no time to describe the new challeng es 
of the ftature as those that will be dominated by North-South 
dialogue if not outright confrontation. The ever-widening 
gap between the rich and poor countries has given rise to 
new forms of tensions in the world prompting fresh impetus 
to the search for more equitable distribution of wealth 
among the nations of the world. With this in mind the new 
U.N. chief is expected to rise to the challenges of the nineties 
by highlighting the festering North-South conflicts that the 
new international order will never redress without addres- 
sing the issue of poverty and underdevelopment worldwide. 
This could be the area where the new U.N. leader will want 
to leave an indelible mark and if he does that, the Arab and 
African worlds will have succeeded where the others have 
failed till this point in time. 


Hie acclaimed new U.N. chief deserves all the support 
that be can get from the international community. The Arab 
World in particular now has a unique occasion to heal its 
wounds and bade fully the Arab secretary general in a bid to 
make its word better beard and its grievances addressed 
more quickly and comprehensively. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I daily Saturday congratulated Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker on forming the new government, wishing it success in 
its endeavours. The paper, however, noted that the new prime 
minister had pledged to give due attention to the internal issues as 
well as matters related to the peace process, and said that one can 
only look forward to to* fulfilment of the contents- of the letter of 
designation to the new government and the prime minister’s 
reply. Sharif Zeid has promised in the reply to the King’s message 
that the new government will embark on measures designed to 
enhance the process of democracy by ensuring legislations on 
political pluralism, political parties, press and publication and will 
go ahead in implementing the economic restructuring program- 
me. This is a pledge which all Jordanians look forward to see 
implemented, but the government requires dose cooperation with 
the legislative authority if the National Charter is to be im- 
plemented. The paper said that the prime minister's pledge means 
that the process of democracy wonld be running smoothly but 
much depends on the cooperation between the government and 
Parliament. The man in the street is hoping that not only political 
matters will be tackled but also economic issues and chronic social 
problems like unemployment. The paper said the public awaits 
the translation of the pledges and the promises into practics. 


THE NEW government of Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben ‘ 
, Shaker has inherited an accumulation of problems like unemploy- 
ment and the implementation of the economic restructuring 
programme which requires strenuous efforts, said a columnist in 
A1 Dnstonr daily. Saleh Qafiab said that the new Cabinet members 
should not lose any minute since the means and resources are 
limited and room for manoeuvre is slim. We are hoping that the 
new government will not only honour our trust, but achieve what 
has been beyond the reach of the previous governments, said the 
writer. Since the new prime minister is known to be courageous 
and firm, we need to see him take action concerning the inherited 
problems plaguing Jordan, especially in economic matters," 
unemployment and soaring prices as well as corruption and abuse 
of^pablic administration, the writer continued. He said that the 
economic battle requires placing the right man in the right 
position to deal unto this situation. The writer said that toe * 
weapon of democracy is useful in all domestic and external 
battles, but first one has to put one’s house in order and 
strengthen toe national unity under the umbrella of democracy. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahd A1 Fanek 


Budget reveals smooth adjustment 


THE draft budget for 1992, which was approved by toe outgoing 
Council of Ministers last week, is supposed to be the numerical 
translation of the economic adjustment programme in its first 
year. Based on this assumption we can easily conclude that the 
programme is extremely soft and does not call for tough measures 
and sacrifices. The objectives of toe programme -have been 
stretdied over seven years, till 1998, which allows ample time to 
absorb its impact with minimum social hardships. 

This did not happen accidentally, it was well planned in 
advance. The government apparently preempted toe Internation- 
al Monetary Fund (IMF) by lobbying those behind it, namely 
America and Europe, who were convinced to exert pressure on 
the fund to appreciate the difficult situation of Jordan after toe 
Gulf crisis. On the other hand, toe Ministry of Finance knew, 
ahead of time, that 1991 will be the reference point for toe 
determination of the programme objectives and the annual ratios 
of deficit narrowing. The ministry did not opt for tough measures 
in the 1991 budget, thus 1992 will see change. 


To illustrate toe softness of toe programme by reference to the 
1992 budget, we find that the current expenditure was not lower 
than the actual figure of 1991, as expected, but higher by 3.35 per 
cent. The capital expenditure in toe 1992 budget is 60 per cent 
higher, tons making it obvious that the Ministry of Finance is 
trying to reduce the deficit not only by reduction of public 
expenditure, which is very painful socially, but also by increasing 
revenue whicb is difficult politically. This policy favours toe 
limited-income groups of toe population because they are the 
major beneficiaries of toe government public expenditure on 
services and not toe main victims of higher taxation. 


20, which can be achieved by targeting subsidies to only those who 
need them, or by gradual increase in the prices of subsidised 
commodities, or by offering two kinds of bread, one of higher 
quality at market prices and one in the current quality which 
continues to be subsidised and available to toe liimted-income 


Due to political considerations and some fiscal imagination, 
Jordan was able to obtain a soft adjustment programme, which 
may be considered the softest programme, approved by toe IMF, 
that any developing debtor country was able to get away with. 


The jump by 60 per cent in capital expenditure and the nature 
of this expenditure as real capital formation, not mere repayment 
of debt, indicate that the public sector is not on its way to 
withdraw from the economic life of the country and that the 
public sector is not being cot down harshly. The estimate of 
proceeds of company shares that the government w01 sell to the 
private sector is only JD 5 million, which is not more than a 
symbolic step towards privatisation. 


. One of the major indications of toe softness of the programme 
is that it will start by increasing salaries by JD 45 million, while the 
amount earmarked for food subsidies will be reduced only by JD 


groups. 

Equally important, the deficit in the budget was very high, 
which is not typical for an austerity budget and unheard of under 
adjustment programmes. The deficit in toe new budget was 
estimated at JD 107 million, but goes up to JD 278 million when 
we take into account toe principal amounts on domestic and. 
external debt which foil due during the year. The deficit becomes 
JD 553 million if we exclude foreign grants. The latter is toe real 
economic deficit in the budget. It makes 43.5 per cent of the 
public expenditure or 14.2 per cent of the gross domestic product 
(GDP). ■ 

Having obtained such a soft adjustment programme, perhaps 
we should impose harsher measures to reform our economy. The 
reduction of our deficit and the increase of self-sufficiency are 
more vital and important to us than to toe experts of the IMF. At 
least tbe programme should not be considered as tbe ceiling for 
our reform objectives; it should be toe minimum of what we can 
do. 


Ghali will inherit mountain of problems as new U.N. chief 


By Anthony Goodman 
Reuter 


UNITED NATIONS Egypt’s 
Boutros Boutros Ghali will in- 
herit a mountain of problems in 
January when he moves from the 
banks of the Nile to New York's 
East River as the new U.N. 
secretary-general. 

The Security Council chose toe 
scholarly 69-year-old diplomat on 
Thursday to succeed Javier Perez 
de Cuellar of Peru, who steps 
down on Dec. 31 after two five- 
year terms at the helm of the 
organisation. 

Mr. Ghali, a Coptic Christian 
from a Muslim country, was 
appointed Egypt's deputy prime 
minister earlier this year after 14 
years as minister of state for 
foreign affairs. 

His endorsement shortly by the 
166-nation U.N. General Assem- 
bly is a foregone conclusion. 

One of his first tasks will be to 
whip into shape an organisation 
chronically short of cash, long on 
bureaucracy and saddled with 
mounting world-wide responsibi- 
lities. 

like his five predecessors, be 
-will have to balMC»"-the-^a^rire- 
ments of good_-admihjisftgtien 
with the importunings of memfer 
governments, anxious to safe- 
guard jobs and turf inside toe 
sprawling U.N. Secretariat, with 
its 14,000 staff worldwide, not to 
mention 15.000 others working 
for related bodies and agencies. 

The end of the cold war has 



jlifted toe ’ Threat, :qf', a . nuclear : 
■holocaust- add given' tbe United 
Nations a chance to function as its 
founders intended. 

But it also means picking up 
many of toe pieces left over from 
toe old order, as in Cambodia 
and Afghanistan, and dealing 
with problems spawned by newly 


surfaced rivalries, as in Yugqs-1. 
lavia. 

Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait and 
its aftermath has also left toe 
world body a mound of un- 
finished business that could take 
years to complete. 

Uns includes preventing Bagh- 
dad from again acquiring 


^weapons of . mass destruction, 
~ Overseeing the payment of war 
reparations and dealing with a 
continuing refugee problem. 

A plan to end decades of 
bloodshed in Cambodia will soon 
involve tbe United Nations in one 
of toe biggest peace-keeping op- 
erations in its history — virtually 


administering a country racked 
by war and' genocide arid 
shepherding it through free elec- 
tions. 

When Mr. Ghali takes over the 
195,000-dollar-a-year job be will 
presumably move into a posh 
Manhattan town house used for 
nearly 20 years as toe official 


World’s vanishing women 


and girls — 100 milli on are gone 


By Nicholas D. Kristof 
PEKING — Little girls in China 
no longer have their feel crushed 
by foot-binding, and widows in 
India are no longer supposed to 
be roasted alive on the funeral 
pyres of their husbands. 

But a stark statistic testifies to 
women's continuing unequal sta- 
tus: At least 60 million female 
adults and children in Asia are 
missing and feared dead, victims 
of a bias against females. 

Worldwide, research suggests, 
ihe number of missing females 
may top 100 million. 

If sex discrimination in the 
West means office harassment or 
fewer good jobs for women, in 
the Third World it often means 
death. 

A traditional parental prefer- 
ence for boys translates quickly in 
China. India and other develop- 
ing countries — into neglect and 
death for girls. 

Although the discrimination is 
widely seen as a relic of outdated 
attitudes, the problem appears to 
be getting worse in Asia. 

Recently released census data 
in China and India show that in 
both countries the sex ratio of the 
population became more skewed 
over the course of the last de- 
cade. 

The tens of millions of missing 
include females of all ages who 
are aborted or killed at birth, or 
who die because they are given 
less food than males, or because 
family members view a daughter 
with diarrhoea as a nuisance but a 
son with diarrhoea as a medical 
crisis requiring a doctor. 

"If a boy gets sick, toe parents 
may send him to the hospital at 
once," acknowledged Li Hongui, 
an official in China's State Family 
Planning Commission. "But if a 
girl gets sick, the parents may say 
to themselves. "Well, we'll see 
how she is tomorrow." 

Remarkably little research has 
been conducted on the plight of 
the missing women, and even 
their disappearance in discernible 
merely as a shadow on the census 
data and mortality statistics. 


"It's shocking that so little is 
known,” said Amartya Sen. a 
Harvard economist who has tried 
to call attention to the issue. He 
estimated that considerably more 
than 100 million females are mis- 
sing around the world, and 
asserts that the reason the short- 
fall is gening worse in some areas 
is that girls are nor allowed to 
benefit as much as boys from the 
improvements in health care and 
nutrition that are lowering death 
rates. 

Any investigation into the case 
of the missing women begins with 
one fact: 5 per cent or 6 per cent 
more boys are bom than girls, but 
in normal circumstances males 
die at higher rates at every age 
thereafter. 

Typically in the West, children 
are disproportionately mule, but 
the number of men and women 
evens out by the time people are 
in their 20s or 30s. The elderly are 
disproportionately female. 

In countries such as the United 
States. Britain and Poland, there 
are about 105 females for every 
100 males. 


responsible. “In most societies, 
women are the bearers of tradi- 
tion. and if decisions are made 
between boy children and girl 
children, women were involved in 
making those decisions.” 

While the countries with shor- 
tages of women are all quite 
poor, it is not inevitable that poor 
countries will mistreat and kill 
their females. 

' In sub-Saharan Africa, for ex- 
ample. poverty and disease make 
life perhaps more grim than on 
any other continent, yet there are 
102 females for every 100 males. 

In Latin America and the 
Caribbean, there are equal num- 
bers of males and females. 


In India, however, a census this 
year found only 92.9 females for 
every 100 males, down from 93.4 
in 1981 and 93.0 in 1971. 

And in China, toe 1990 census 
found just 93.8 females for every 
100 males, compared with 94. 1 at 
the time of the 1982 census. 

By a conservative calculation 
there are 30 million females mis- 
sing in China, about 5 per cent of 
'the national total and more than 
are missing in any other country. 

A U.N. report this summer. 
"The World’s Women.” found 
that other countries with very low 
ratios of females include Afgha- 
nistan. with 94.5 for every 100 
males; Bangladesh. 94. 1 : Bhutan. 
93.3; Nepal. 94.8: Pakistan. 92.1; 
Paupa New Guinea. 92.8; and 
Turkey, 94.8. 

"Millions of women have died 
because they’re women," said 
Sharon Capeli ng-Alakija, director 
of the U.N. Development Fund 
for women, adding that 
mothers as well as fathers were 


Even within India, there are 
huge differences. The southern 
state of Kerala, which is among 
the best educated, has a ratio of 
104 females for every 100 males, 
almost the same as in the United 
States and Europe. 

Despite the immense number 
of missing females, it is virtually 
impossible to find tangible sup- 
port for the statistics. 

Strolling around Chinese vil- 
lages. one can easily find out 
about girls who died of pneumo- 
nia or some other disease, but it 
would be difficult to prove that, 
they were victims of their sex. 

It is only in the overall statistics 
that the shortfall becomes clear. 

A study published early this 
year by a Swedish expert. Sten 
Johanson. suggested that in coun- 
tries without strong patterns of 
discrimination, about 130 infant 
boys die for every 100 infant girls. 

In China, however, only about 
1 12 boys die for every 100 girls — 
presumably because boys are 
favoured. 

The Swedish study calculated 
that these -data point to 44.000 
female deaths each year that are 
the result of unequal treatment, 
just among infants less than 1 
year old. 

Likewise, two studies in India 
reportedly found thai for most of 
the- first year of life, girls had 
lower mortality rates than boys, 
but that later in infancy boys did 


better than girls. 

This may be because early in 
life the infants are fed from the 
breast, which is gender-blind, pa- 
rents later may favour their sons 
in allocating food and medical 
treatment. 

Perhaps the most challenging 
problem statistically is to deter- 
mine the number of missing 
females around the world. The 
difficulty is to derive the sex ratio 
that would exist in a population if 
males and females were treated 
equally. 

The ratios in Western countries 
are perhaps inapplicable to de- 
veloping countries because of the 
difference in age structure. A 
population with a lower average 
age should have a higher propor- 
tion of males, because children 
are disproportionately male. 


Thus a country with a short life 
expectancy or with a rapidly 
growing population — both 
reasons far a low average age — 
would have relatively fewer 
females than a Western nation. 

Even so. the 2 per cent surplus 
of females in sub-Saharan Africa 
and the 4 per cent surplus of 
females in Kerala may suggest 
that those ratios are benchmarks 
for the Third World if it were 
gender-blind. 

If one picks a ratio, such as 103 
females to 100 males, as the one 
that would prevail in an equitable 
developing country, that would 
indicate that more than 100 mil- 
lion females are missing around 
the world. 

Huang Baoshan. a spokesman 
for China's State Family Planning 
Commission, suggests that at 
least in China significant number 
of the missing females are very 
much alive but have eluded cen- 
sus takers because peasants offi- 
cially limited to one or two chil- 
dren are reluctant to report the 
birth of a daughter. 

Still, before the orte-child poli- 
cy was introduced a dozen years 
ago. there was no obvious reason 
to underreport girls. Yet even 
then, millions of girls were mis- 
sing. — The New York Times. 


U.S. decision to 
postpone troop 
withdrawals 
shows resolve 


By Kelly Smith Tunney 

The Associated Press 


SEOUL, South Korea — By de- 
laying troop withdrawals in South 
Korea, toe United States is let- 
ting North Korea know it is se- 
rious about toe threat of nuclear 
proliferation. 

U.S. Secretary of Defence 
Dick Cheney announced Thurs- 
day that troop cutbacks sche- 
duled between 1993 and 1995 
would be delayed until the dan- 
gers and uncertainties of North 
Korea's nuclear weapons de- 
velopment are addressed. 

He called on communist North 
Korea to immediately and uncon- 
ditionally open its nuclear facili- 
ties to mtemationaj inspection, 
and to publicly announce it will 
halt nuclear weapons develop- 
ment. 

Tbe immediate effect of Mr. 
C heney 's announcement is to 
reaffirm Washington’s resolve to 
end nuclear proliferation and to 
reaffirm its commitment to its ally 
in pro-West South Korea. 

rt's a message that will have 
wide-rangjng reverberations in 
the Pacific region, giving 
Washington toe chance to show 
leadership in a pan of toe world it 
is widely perceived to have neg- 
lected. 

Mr. Cheney did not make dear 
whether a cutback of other troops 
in the Pacific region, which could 
support Korea in case of hostili- 
ties, would also be postponed. 
An informed U.S. official said 
toe decision had not yet been 
made. 

With North Korea, toe United 
States appears determined not to 
repeat the mistake it made with 
Iraq before the Gutf war by 
underestimating Its potential to 
produce nuclear warheads. 

North Korea has denied trying 
to build nodear weapons, jusras 


Iraq did. 

In recent weeks, Washington 
and Seoul have become impatient 
with Pyongyang’s reluctance to 
comply with demands to halt nuc- 
lear development. The longer the 
delay, the thinking goes, the 
more time North Korea gaim to 
develop a nodear arsenal and to 
build what intelligence reports 
say is a reprocessing plant for 
weapons-grade plutonium. 

North Korea for years has de- 
manded the withdrawal of U.S. 
troops. For toe U.S. to puQ back 
tf°ops while frying to pressure 
toe north to come dean about its 
nuclear capacity would be un- 
wise, experts say. 

Northeast Ada is unique in 
that it engages tbe interests of 
four of toe world’s powers — toe 
United States, the Soviet Union, 
Japan and China. Strategically, 
U-S. policy has been that no 
angle nation or coalition of na- 
tions should control or th reaten 
toe region. 

Mr. Cheney said the four pow- 
ere _, arc supportive of a non- 
midear policy for Korea, and are . 
moving along with other nations 
to pressure the north. He said toe 
United Nations and tbe Intema- 
taonal Atomic Energy Agency 
would be asked to cSbperft^ 

About 40,000 U.S. troops are 
stationed in Korea under a 
mutual defence pact. A plan to : 
*>y toe 

mid of 1992 wifi continue, Mr. 
Cheney said. But further reduc- 
tions for 1993-1995 wfl] be post- 
poned. 

The number of troops affected 
by a postponement are probably 
jesthm 10,000 and maybe only 
5,000. But toe number is sot as 
important here as toe' unspoken 
resolve by toe allies to hold fitnu 

TJortfa Korea should .under- 
stand tow strong our will is,” said 
South Korean Defence Minister 
Lee Jong-Koo. 
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U.N. residence. 

But as soon as he settles into 
his new surrouri dings, the veteran 
Arab diplomat will be embroiled 
m a sensitive U.N. peace-keeping 
operation involving inter-Arab 
rivalries. 

The United Nations has 
already dispatched an advance 
guard of troops and civilians to 
oversee a referendum in Western 
Sahara to enable the inhabitants 
of toe former Spanish colony to 
choose between independence or 
incorporation into Morocco. 

The operation is already well 
behind schedule and encounter- 
ing myriad problems. 

There is also talk of sending a 
U.N. force or presence to Yugos- 
lavia, given a ceasefire in that 
civil war-torn nation that proves 
more durable than more than a 
dozen predecessors. 

Reform of the U.N. adminis- 
tration is a task that has baffled a 
succession of seaetaries-generd 
and will tax toe ingenuity even of 
someone familiar with Egypt’s 
own labyrinthine bureaucracy. 

All these tasks mil have to be 
accomplished by an organisation . , 
whose members often foil to: pay ' 
toeir ^dues on * time, but seein ‘ ' 
evei^VKady to load it with new 
responsibilities. 

Unpaid assessments for the 
regular U.N. budget and for 
peace-keeping operations stretch- 
ing from Cyprus to Central 
America frequently top toe one 
billion dollar mark. 
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Secret service accused over illegal, undercover arms-for-Israel project 

By Wolfgang Hoffmann 


A bid by the Bundesnachrichtendienst (BND). the German intelli- 
gence agency, to ship radar-equipped tanks and armoured recon- 
nansance ^hudes betted as agricultural machinery from Hamburg to 
felted. It is said to have been made without the knowledge 
of BND President Konrad Porzner and without export control 
j . authority approval. An investigation is underway. 

^ Iice the Chancellor’s Office, whose 
i i *?• °? J ob includes supervising BNC 

j coartf the Israeli freighter Palmah activities, knew nothing aboul 
i II just before it was due to be anything 

I 'Hie shipment. This has always been the see- 

stated on its bill of lading to be naric as affairs have come to liehi 


agricultural machinery consisted 
j. of 14 pallets, two containers and 
one item of . general cargo 
weighing 36 tonnes, 
i The pallets contained vehicles 
r tap i : of various kinds, covered scantily 
\ J with tarpaulins: trucks and 
armoured, tracked vehicles, in- 
F-AiS eluding radar-equipped tanks and 
igJiJi armoured reconnaissance vehi- 
cfes — mothballed stock of the 
former Hast Germany's National 
RfkFeopIe's Army. - 
""n If was ordered by the Mossad, 
Israel's secret service, from the 
Federal Defence Ministry in 
Bonn as the owner of ex-East 
German arms and equipment. 
1116 agent in the clearly illegal 
transaction was the Bundes- 
des^ nachrichteiidienst (BND). The 
vejfr men who ought to have known 
nbr* about the deal, Defence Minister 
-kc&i Gerhard Stoltenberg, BND Presi- 
dent Konrad Porzner and Minis- 
ter of State Lutz Stavenhagen of 


the Chancellor’s Office, whose 
job includes supervising BND 
activities, knew nothing aboul 
anything. 

This has always been the sce- 
nario as affairs have come to light 
about the cloak-and-dagger acti- 
vities of the BND. If took Ham- 
burg's chief public prosecutor. 
Rudiger Bagge. only a brief look 
at the cargo to decide to plunge 
straight into judicial investiga- 
tions. The inaccurate shipping 
documents and the lack of export 
approval for arms to Israel make 
it seem more than likely that 
breaches of the Arms Control 
Act and the Foreign Trade Act 
are involved. 

Mr. Bagge said: “As far as we 
know the shipment consists of 
arms. We haven't unloaded them 
all yet, but those we have so far 
seen can all be classified as arms 
and military equipment.” 

A clearly nervous Federal gov- 
ernment spokesman. Norbert 
Shcafer, tried to play down the 
importance of the incident: “As 
part of day-to-day business, 
friendly intelligence agencies 
swap information on all manner 


of issues, including security poli- 
cy. Intelligence in this context can 
include military equipment and. 
in plain words, weapons. Over 
the years Germany has been sup- 
plied with weapons — singly, as 
samples — by countries including 
Israel. This time the exchange 
was intended to go in the reverse 
direction.” That figures. As 
Israel's “hostile" neighbours, are 
mainly equipped with arms sup- 
plied by the former Warsaw Pact, 
especially from the Soviet Uion. 
it makes sense to check details of 
otherwise inaccessible arms and 
equipment, to test and to evalu- 
ate them. Israel is reported to be 
particularly interested in the elec- 
tronics of Soviet arms and equip- 
ment. Christian Democrat Hans 
Stercken, chairman of the Bun- 
destag's Foreign Affairs Commit- 
tee, says: "I can understand 
that.” 

The way in which the BND’s 
•‘farm machinery for Israel” op- 
eration was organised is anything 
by understandable. There wasn't 
the least need for the cloak-and- 
dagger action described the So- 
cial Democrats' foreign policy 
spokesman Norbert Gansel as a 
“classic case of arms smuggling 
by order of the state.” 

There is a longstanding tradi- 
tion of German arms shipments 
to Israel, as the late Franz Josef 
Strauss, a staunch supporter of 


dose ties of this kind, readily 
admitted in his 1989 memoirs. 

Free of charge, he wrote, the 
Federal Republic of Germany 
had shipped to Israel arms and 
equipment worth DM 300 mil- 
lion. a presenr-day DM 2.2 bil- 
lion, “an aid mission that was 
totally in breach of budget regula- 
tions." 

Anns and equipment had even 
been shipped secretly from Bun- 
deswehr depots and. stripped of 
German markings, sent to Israel 
via France. Later, when Helmut 
Schmidt was Chancellor, Israel 
was shipped German submarines 
via Britain. This friendship in 
arms is now conducted more offi- 
cially and in a more dvilised 
manner, as a rule. The German 
government has gone even furth- 
er than offidally approving the 
sale of submarines to Israel. 

When Israel was threatened by 
the Gulf war. Bonn sent spedally 
equipped Bundeswehr recon- 
naissance tanks to locate chemic- 
al weapons at the double if they 
were to be used against targets in 
Israel. 

A shipment of armoured track- 
ed vehicles sent on loan for test 
purposes would in all probability 
'have been approved without furth- 
er ado by all the government and 
parliamentary bodies that need to 
be consulted. Herr Stercken cer- 
tainly has no doubts on this. 


which is why he is so amazed at 
the way the BND planned to go 
about it: “What masterstroke of 
German bureaucracy can possibly 
have been felt to be necessary to 
do it all illegally and without 
notifying or consulting the gov- 
ernment?" 

It wouldn't have been the first 
time the BND has sought to go 
about its trade, and countertrade, 
illegally and without consulting 
the authorities it is required to 
notify. In the mid-1980s an ex- 
tremely dubious operation code- 
named Pamir was conducted with 
Red China. The Chinese were 
supplied by the BND with the 
latest in electronic eavesdropping 
equipment for installation along 
the Sirro-Soviet border. It was 
evidently used by BND staff as a 
source of intelligence informa- 
tion. No mention was made of the 
equipment, worth DM 30 million, 
in official accounts. The cash 
came from the Defence Minis- 
try's Tornado multi-role combat 
aircraft budget. 

The BND’s arms smuggling op- 
erations in the 1960s, a 
flourishing trade conducted joint- 
ly with the Bonn arms dealer 
Gerhard Merlins, were no less 
notorious. The BND decided 
which countries Mr. Mertins was 
to supply with a full range of arms 
and equipment; tanks, aircraft, 
ships, firearms, missiles and 


Remote Soviet islands claimed 
by J apan could be sale of century 


By Gareth Jones 

5,-j Heuter 

p YUZHND-KURILSK — 
t They’re already calling it the real 
5 . estate deal of the century. But the 
3 landlord can't decide whether be 
wants to sell, and the prospective 
£ buyer is unsure how much it’s 
a worth. 

£ Not that these beautiful, re- 
j. mote North Pacific islands 
L shouldn't fetch a good price. 

They have abundant reserves of 
;i, gold, silver and other precious 
L‘ metals, as well as volcanoes, bfff r 
" springs and empty beaches, lire 
£ waters that lap their quiet shores^. 
' teeth’ with salmon. crab a^L, 
shrimp. 

There is another side to life in 
~ this secluded archipelago, howev- 
; CT - 

" Most of the 47,000 inhabitants 
\ in this Far Eastern outpost of the 
1 Soviet empire live in ramshackle, 

• barrack-like bouses of wood and 

- stone. The roads, where they 
^exist at all, are mud tracks that 
4 dissolve when it rains. 

Now residents must contend 
not only with poverty and neg- 
lect, but with uncertainty and the 
fear their homes may be sold. 

They are convinced that Mos- 
cow, some 8,000 kilometres and 
.eight time zones away, is ready to 
strike a deal with Japan and hand, 
them over to Tokyo in return for 
billions of yen to help rescue the 
crippled Soviet economy. 

Japan claims Kunashir, Etor- 
ofu, Shikotan and the Habomai 
duster as its northern territories, 
saying Moscow illegally seized 
’ them in the dosing days of World 

■ WarH. 

Tokyo has refused to sign a 

■ formal peace treaty until the is- 
lands, near its main northern 

- island of Hokkaido, revert to 


Japanese rule. 

Since the dramatic thaw in 
East- West relations, the Japanese 
media have been floating esti- 
mates of between 10 and 30 bil- 
lion dollars in economic aid if 
Moscow agrees to return the is- 
lands. At such rates, the effective 
price paid could be as much as 
525,000 an acre (560,000 an hec- 
tare). 

“We are living on the edge of a 
volcano," said Natalya Cher- 
kashin. She said she goes to bed 
_ every night terrified she will wake 
to find her home belongs to the . 
..Japanese. 

“We’re sure to become second 
class dtizens if Japan takes con- 
trol. I would have to leave." 

Thousands of islanders turned 
out recently to welcome their new 
governor, Valentin Fyodorov, 
whose main island of Sakhalin, an 
18-hour boat journey from 
Kunashir, rules the islands known 
by the Soviet Union as the south- 
ern Kuriles. 

’Mr. Fyodorov, described by 
local media as ‘The defender of 
the Kuriles’* has vowed a cam- 
paign of demonstrations and 
strikes to prevent any transfer of 
tile disputed islands to Japan. 

“It would be a crime before all 
Russia to sell these islands to 
Japan. They are not four out- 
crops of bairen rocks, they are 
the jewels of out Soviet Far 
East," Mr. Fyodorov, a former 
Moscow University economics 
professor, told an emotional 
crowd in Yuzhno-Kurilsk, capital 
of Kunashir. 

His views are echoed by most 
of the islanders, who have come 
from all parts of the Soviet Un- 
ion, drawn by the promise of 
higher wages and longer holidays, 
to work mainly in the fishing 


industry. 

Their hostility is aimed more at 
the bureaucrats in Moscow than 
their Japanese neighbours. They 
have, after all, been living side by 
side for mroe than four decades. 

Only 16 kilometres of water 
separates Kunashir from Hok- 
kaido, whose mountains can be 
seen on a dear day from this 
crumbling, makeshift town. 

Children comb the beaches for 
lighters, beer bottles and frag- 
ments of clothing and footwear 
washed up from Japanese fishing 
vessels jthat poach the_ salmon- 
rich waters 7. , 

Islanders can tune into weather" 
forecasts. Sumo wrestling and ris- 
que late night men's shows 
beamed across the narrow straits 
by Japanese television. 

Some would quiet like to see 
the rising sun flying again over 
their impoverished island home. 

“The Japanese won't drive us 
out," said Valery Predibailov. 
“They need our labour, and 
we’re cheaper to employ than 


their own people. You won’t 
recognise this place after a year if 
the islands are given back." 

In a letter to a local newspaper, 
Tatyana Smuchenko said she 
wanted to live with the Japanese. 
“We certainly wouldn't live any 
worse under them than we do 
now. 1 want to try living in a 
capitalist paradise." 

At a local school pupils write 
(in English) to Japanese pen- 
friends on Hokkaido. Some are 
even learning Japanese. 

Schoolteacher Andrei Dane- 
liya, a native of St. Petersburg, 
said people who leave often re- - 
‘turn after two or three years on ‘ 
"the mainland for the island’s mild 
dimate, mountains and gentle 
pace of life. 

“It’s a dose-knit community 
where everyone knows every- 
body else. But it’s also a micro- 
cosm of the whole country with 
Russians, Ukrainians, Georgians, 
Tatars and Balts living together 
amicably," he said. 

Opinions differ on the 



Vacancy available at 
The Jordan Centre for Family Methane 


JORDAN CENTRE FOR 
FAMILY MEDICINE 


A group Family Practice is in need of a full-time 

Staff Nurse 

Applicants should have a recognised degree in nurs- 
ing, excellent command of English, experience in J 
community nursing care. 

Interested parties please contact: 

694157 for appointment. 
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PACKMG, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARD WG, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES ", CUSTOMS 
’’ CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


Many villas and ap 
are' available for rent — 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land ar 
available for sale. 

Fbr further details, please 
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Villas Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 


Professorial Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 
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WEST AMMAN 



* JUMBO pilot* 
sfaa 30% Imrgmr 

* D ree Metal Fnuam 

13 X 18 cun 


CALL SOHA 
AT 



iliKTHi] 


Shxneisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 



The tint* best 

Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
AhSyyah Girls School 
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Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midoigh( 

T*L $3$968 



' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers* Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barfaoque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 813214 . 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30- Midnight y 
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The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room-.! 


Special Cttase Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 
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Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


ammunition. Some of these deals 
were conducted with bogus docu- 
ments; all went ahead without the 
knowledge of the government 
agency in charge of arms exports. 

Mr. Mertins was later tried but 
found not guilty because “all 
illegal business listed in the 
charges was arranged, controlled 
and conducted with the approval 
of representatives of either the 
BND or the Federal government 
of the day." 

The records of the Mertins case 
are still classified. But he must 
have done an enormous amount 
of business. He sued the Federal 
government for damages, claim- 
ing the case had ruined his repu- 
tation. and was awarded roughly 
DM 5 million in compensation. 
So compared with the business he 
did on the BND's behalf the 
latest case is small fry. But 
whether the culprits can expect to 
get off scot-free this time is 
another matter. 

Mr. Herr Porzner said he was _ 
not informed, and be seems to 
have been away on a short holi- 
day when the officials who 
arranged the shipment decided to 
sneak it through without his 
approval. He ordered a review of 


the affair and issued instructions 
that in future decisions of this 
kind were only to be reached with 
his approval. But that won't 
make much difference. Instruc- 
tions to that effect were already 
in force; agency officials merely 
ignored them. 

The affair certainly shows yet 
again that Bonn still doesn't have 
its intelligence agency under con- 
trol. How else is one to account 
for what went on? The BND must 
have known that the Federal gov- 
ernment decided months ago not 
to sell surplus ex-East German 
arms and equipment to crisis 
areas — and even turned down 
inquiries from former East bloc 
countries Hungary and Poland. 
For that matter, does Defence 
Minister Stoltenberg have his 
Bundeswehr depots under con- 
trol? What other explanation is 
there for him not having known 
that ex-GDR material had been 
supplied to the BND? 

We can be sure not to have 
heard the last of the affair. There 
may be a commision of inquiry. 
The Bundestag’s Defence Com- 
mittee can set itself up as one 
whenever it sees fit. But who is to 
be the fall guy? The responsible 


head of department at the BND? 
BND President Porzner, who 
knew nothing about it? Or Minis- 
ter of Stale Stavenhagen at the 
Chancellor’s Office, who knew 
even less? Or all three of them? 

The opposition has trained 
most of its guns on Mr. Herr 
Stavenhagen. whose reputation 
has already taken a knock in 
connection with the Schalck- 
Gofodkowski affair. It still isn't 
clear whether Mr. Herr 
Stavenhagen deliberately lied to 
the SPD’s Peter Conradi when he 
told him than Mr. Schalck. East 
Germany's former foreign ex- 
change wheeler-dealer, had not 
been' issued with false papers by 
the BND. 

Former BND Presidnet Harts- 
Gcorg Wieck stands by his claims 
to have briefed Mr. Herr 
Stavenhagen on the move and the 
reasons behind it. The documents 
available indicate that he could 
certainly have put two and two 
together. His failure to do so 
hardly shows him to be the right 
man to keep an eye on the secret 
service. Yet unless an eye is kept 
on it, any intelligence service can 
do just what it pleases. — Die 
Zeit. Hamburg. 
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Japanese side, too. over whether 
the islands should be returned. 

On Feb. 7 every year — North- 
ern Territories Day — Japan 
commemorates the signing of an 
18SS treaty which it says recog- 
nises its sovereignty over the four 
islands. Some 40 million signa- 
tures have been collected in peti- 
tions across the Japanese 
archipelago demanding their re- 
turn. 

Privately some Japanese ex- 
press doubts. 

“I think the islands shonld be 
given back to Japan, but it will be 
expensive toi bring them up to out 
.standard of living with proper 
roads and modem facilities," said 
Fusayuki Kanda, an academic 
from Hokkaido. 

“Besides, most of the original 
inhabitants who lived there have 
either died or are too old to move 
back." 

By 1948, all 17,000 Japanese 
inhabitants of the four islands had 
fled or been evacuated by Soviet 
troops. 
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The automobile for the new age. 
Comfortable and reliable with the stability.} 
of 4WD. Boldly styled and fashionable . 
More than simple trunsporiatiotL 
Take one into your life. 
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Soup of the Day 
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Sabatini stops Capriati 
meet Seles in semis 


YORK (R) — Third seed 
iela Sabatini dominated an 
oiusually error-prone Jennifer 
Capriati 6-1 6-4 to set up a semi- 
final showdown with top-seeded, 
defending champion Monica 
Seles at the S3 million Virginia 
Slims Championships. 

Earlier Friday, Seles came 
through on die big points to 
eliminate seventh-seeded Amer- 
ican Mary Joe Fernandez 6-3 6-2 
in a match that was far tighter 
that the score indicates. 

Saturday's other semifinal pits 
five-time champion Martina Nav- 
ratilova, the fourth seed, against 
l .^nth-seeded Czchoslovak Jana 
Novotna, who Thursday sent 
second seed Steffi Graf to her 
earliest exit ever from this elite 
16-player season finale. 

Sabatini, champion in 1988 and 
runner-up to Seles in an epic 
five-set final last year, always 
seems to play extremely well on 
the blue carpet at Madison 
Square Garden and Friday night 
was do exception. 

“It is very special to be back 
here. I’m very happy to be in the 
semifinals again," said Sabatini, 
who had lost her last three meet- 
ings with Capriati, including a 
• U.S. Open quarterfinal. 


The 15-year-old sixth seed has 
been playing with a strained groin 
muscle and Sabatini tested her 
early, running Capriati around 
the court and repeatedly sending 
her deep into the comers. 

The tactic seemed to work, but 
Capriati said the injury was not 
her problem. 1 

“Mentally I wasn’t really 
there,” said Capriati, who 
finished the year with two titles 
and a 42-12 match record. 

“The whole match she .was 
playing so well. I would hit a 
great shot and she would just send 
it back.” 

Capriati opened the match with 
a service break, but failed to win 
another game in the set. She lost 
her serve in the second, fourth 
and sixth games as Sabatini con- 
sistently nailed the lines and cor- 
ners with deep topspin ground- 
strokes, while the American teen 
poshed too many shots wide. 

Capriati, who has qualified for 
the championships in each of her 
two years as a professional, tight- 
ened up her game in the second 
set, but Sabatini was just too 
sharp. 

“1 tried to use the whole court 
and make her move around. 
Mentally I was playing each point 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Borg still hopes to return to tennis 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Five times Wimbledon champion Bjorn 
Borg still hopes to return to competitive tennis despite the failure 
of his comeback attempt this year. Borg, 35, who won his last 
Wimbledon title 11 years ago, plans to play on the seniors’ tour 
next year before a possible return to the ATP circuit. “I might 
play five or six veteran tournaments next year,” Borg told the 
Swedish daily Aftonbladet in an interview published Friday. “But 
they are not m" big goal. I want to comeback to real competition 
as well.” Borg's first comeback attempt started and ended with an 
• embarrassing defeat in the first round of the Monte Carlo Open' 
this year. “This time I will do it more slowly,” be said. “I was not 
ripe for the Monte Carlo Open. I hadn’t trained enough, above all 
I was not mentally prepared.” 

' UEFA replaces stadium ban with fine 

GENEVA (R) — UEFA’s appeals board Saturday lifted a home 
stadium ban on Torino for their fans’ misbehaviour and fined the 
- Italian dub 120.000 Swiss francs ($75,000) instead. UEFA’s 
Control and Disciplinary Committee handed ont the punishment 
. last week because Torino fans fought .with police and destroyed 
; seating at the away leg of their UEFA Cup second-round tie 
is; Tst Boa vista of Portugal on Nov. 6. The appeals board said in 
- a statement that Torino's fans had,,j?ew< prpvoked and were not 
wholly to blame for tlfe incidents. The punishment imposed on 
Boa vista of playing their next two home-leg ties in future UEFA 
■ club competitions at least 200 kilometres horn their stadium would 
stand as the club had not appealed, the board said. The sanctions 
were for poor security arrangements and their own fans’ 
misbehaviour. 

Capelll replaces Prost at Ferrari 

MARANELLO, Italy (R) — Italian Ivan Capelli will drive for the 
Ferrari Formula One motor racing team next season, Ferrari said. 
Capelli replaces former world champion Alain Prost, dismissed by 
Ferrari before the final race of the Grand Prix season. Capelli, 28, 
left Britain's Leyton House team in October. Capelli, who mil 
team up with Frenchman Jean Alesi, is Ferrari 's first Italian driver 
since the departure of Michele Alboreto in 1988. 

Paris to hold Champs Elysees parade 

PARIS (R) — Paris, overcoming disappointment at its failed bid 
for the 1992 summer Olympics, will give the Albertville’s winter 
games flame a sumptuous welcome on the Champs Elysees on 
Dec. 14. Mayor Jacques Chirac announced Friday that the 
Olympic flame, flown from Greece aboard a Concorde supersonic 
airliner, would be paraded up the avenue amid fireworks with 
10,000 costumed young people taking part in a $3-million 
pageant. “The Champs Elysees are the most beautiful theatre in 
the world,” ski supeistar Jean -Claude Killy, triple gold medallist 
in 1968 and co-chairman of the Cojo ’92 Albertville Organising 
Committee, told a news conference. The flame will then be 
carried through France by 5,000 young men and women taking 
turns to ran one kilometre each to the Alpine town of Albertville 
for the opening 'Ceremony on Feb. 8. The Olympic flame was last 
in France for the 1968 winter games at Grenoble. 
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The bidding; 

North East South West 

2 NT Pass 3 7 Pass 

4 T Pass 6 T Pass 


Opening lead: ? 

If ever a bridge player could be 
described as 76 years youug and still 
going strong, it wrauld be George 
Rapee of New York. He was a mem- 
ber of the UJS team that won the 
world teem championship in 1950, 
1951 and 1953, and in 1990 his team 
finished tied for third” in the World 
Team Olympiad. The hallmark of 
his play is solidity— he seldom plays 
a wrong card, either as declarer or 
on defense. 

This hand cropped up in a pairs 
competition some years ago, which 


accounts for the bidding. North- 
South were using a 22-24 point 
range for their two no trump open- 
ing bids, and Jacoby transfer bids 

had not yet been invented. Despite 
the wonderful heart suit, we feel 
South should have placed the slam 
in no trump, to protect North's ten- 
aces— the hearts were going to pro- 
duce the same number of tricks at 
either declaration. This brilliancy, 
however, would then never have 
seen the light of day. And with 
transfer bids. North would have 
been declarer even at a heart con- 
tract, and no harm could have be- 
fallen the slam. 

Sitting West. Rapee knew that 
most of the strength in the outside 
suits was going to be to his left. Also, 
West would be lucky- to find much 
more than a queen in his partner’s 
hand. From these inferences. Rapee 
was able to come up with a devastat- 
ing opening lead— the four of dubs! 

Never expecting anyone to be 
leading away from an ace against a 
slam, declarer made the same play 
we would have— dummy's jack of 
clubs. East dutifully covered with 
the queen, and was more than some- 
what startled to find that the lady 
won the trick. A club return to the 
ace meant that declarer was down a 
trick almost, before play had started 
in a contract .that would have been 
laydown after any other lead. 


at my best,” said the 21-year-old 
Argentine. 

Capriati came up with the first 
break of the second set. fighting 
hard and finally converting her 
third break point of the game. 

But Sabatini easily broke back 
in the next game. 

A seventh game service break 
gave the third seed the edge she 
would need to end it in straight 
sets. , 

Capriati, who aggravated the 
injury in a final against Seles in 
Philadelphia last week, said she 
never thought of pulling out of 
the tournament. 

“It was up to me and I wanted 
to play,” she said. “I was working 
for this the whole year and I 
didn’t want to miss it.” 

Seles and Fernandez played 
extremely high quality tennis 
throughout their quarterfinal- 
with few points won easily by 
either player. 

“I think the match was pretty 
dose. It was not 6-7 6-7, but I had 
to really work for some great 
points,” said Seles, who this year 
seized Grafs number one ranking 
and will eclipse Navratilova’s 
single season earnings mark of 
$2,173,556. 

The match came down to Fer- 



Jennifer Capriati 

nandez’s inability to convert 
break points or the Yugoslav’s 
ability to fight through them. She 
saved all four break points she 
faced, while converting three of 
eight a gains t the American. 

The win raised the 17-year-old 
Seles’s 1991 match record to 72-6. 
The two-fisted power-hitter 
needs just one more victory to 


Tired drivers battle 
to line for world title 


HARROGATE, England (R) — 
Two tired men battling for the 
world title face up Sunday at the 
start of the Rac Motor Rally, 
final round of the 1991 cham- 
pionship. 

Carlos Sainz and Finland's 
Jiiha Kankkonen are both feeling 
the strain and the Spaniard has 
not had a chance to recover fully 
from a major accident in Septem- 
ber’s Australian event. 

The four-day Rac, which 
attracts more spectators than any 
sporting event in Britain to its 
forest and stately home-stages, is 
the climax of a 14-event season 
which drivers complain is becom- 
ing too exhausting. 

“I hope that FISA (The- Inter- 
national Motor Sport Federation) 
will make rale changes next year 
about the number of events,” 
Sainz, 1990 world champion with 
Toyota and winner of the Rac last 
year, said. 

“The schedule is becoming im- 
possible.” 

The Spaniard is fighting to de- 
fend bis crown after failing to 
finish two of the last three rounds 
of the -world series, crashing in 
Australia and losing his car’s elec- 
trics in Spain. But he is optimistic 
about the Rac. 

He said: “It's my favourite 
rally, although I would be hap- 
pier if I could be in it for pleasure 
rather than fighting for the world 
title. It's a rally of surprises, 
snowing in one place, raining in 


another, fog in another, but I 
love the forests and feel I can win 


Sainz must finish in the top five 
and ahead of Lancia’s Kank- 
kunen to keep his title after five 
victories this year. The Finn has 
four wins to his credit. 

Like his rival, “Kankka” loves 
the Rac. 

'“But last year was not so good 
when I bad a big accident here 
which left me in a neck-brace for 
weeks. It took me until the mid- 
dle of this year to get back on 
form,” he said. 

Sainz ran away with the early 
part of the 1991 series, winning in 
Monte Carlo, Portugal, Corsica, 
New Zealand and Argentina. But 
Kankkonen dame back with vie- ' 
tones in the safari, Acropolis, 
1,000 Lakes and Australian 
events and comes to Britain with 
a seven-point lead going for his 
third world title. 

While the spotlight is firmly on 
these two, there are another 161 , 
driven who mil be doing battle ! 
over 37 special stages, through in 
northern England, Wales and 
Scotland before finishing four 
days later back at Harrogate. 

Although Toyota has decided 
against sending its other two reg- 
ular entries to support Sainz, 
Lancia has three factory cars with 
ex-world champion Miki Biasion 
of Italy and France’s Dictier Au- 
riol backing Kankkonen. 


complete a remarkable string of 
reaching 16 finals in' 16 tourna- 
ments this year. 

Asked about her strategy for 
Saturday's semifinal against 
Sabatini, Seles said: ‘TU just 
have to go out there and play 
wonderful tennis. 

“I am just going to have to give 
everything that I have.” 


Papin 
threatens 
to end 
soccer 
career 


PARIS (R) — French interna- 
tional Jean-Pierre Papin has I 
threatened to walk away from 
soccer if allegations persist that • 
he feigned injury after being 
struck by a beer bottle. 

“I could stop playing football if 
my honesty is put in doubt 
again,” Papin, who plays for | 
champions Marseille, told French 
radio Saturday. 

Papin was hit by a bottle as he j 
left the players’ ooach before a : 
league match in St Etienne last 
month. He fell to the ground and 
was taken to hospital, missing the 
game. j 

St Etienne President Andre i 
Laurent said Thursday Papin's j 
behaviour was a “piece of trick- ' 
cry”. St Etienne doctors had ear- 
lier told the French press Papin ; 
had feigned injury. 

Papin’s lawyer Herve Gevon- 
thian said he would sue Laurent 
for libel. 

The French League ruled 
Thursday that the incident-ridden 
match should be replayed on a 
neutral ground. St Etienne goal- 
keeper Joseph-Antoine Bell was 
struck by a stone thrown by a 
Marseille fan during the game, 
won 1-0 by St Etienne. 


600P MORN IN61 HALLOWEEN 19 
COMING 50 WE'RE HERE TO TELL 
YOU ABOUT THE "6REAT PUMPKIN " „ 



continue 

boxing 

domination 

SYDNEY (R) — The Cubans 
remained kings of the amateur 
bating ring Saturday, but glory 
went to unheralded nations 
with Hungary and Italy win- 
ning their first-ever World 
Championship gold medals. 

Germany, fighting for the 
first time as a united team, and 
Bulgaria, both with two golds, 
combined to break the long 
Cuban-Soviet stranglehold on 
the championships. 

Cuba took four of the 12 
titles on offer, but the Soviet 
Union, winner of five gold 
medals in 1989, came away 
with only one champion — 
light-welterweight Konstantin 
Tsziu. 

Hungarian motor mechanic 
Istvan Kovacs, Italy’s Tomma- 
so Russo and Germany's Tor- 
sten May stole the applause 
from the boxing giants. 

Kovacs. European flyweight 
champion, scored an emphatic 
points win over North 
Korea’s Su Choe Choi. 

“It’s a great honour to win 
gold for such a small nation,” 
he said. Hungary have been 
trying for gold since the first 
championships in 1974. 

Tommaso , who lost his 
opening bout in the European 
Championships, had a shock 
win over Soviet Alexander 
Lebziak in Friday's mid- 
dleweight boat. 

Germany’s light- 
heavyweight Torsten may 
crowned a fairytale campaign 
with his 27-14 points defeat of 
former middleweight world 
champion Andrei Kumiavka 
of the Soviet Union. 

May, from Frankfint-Oder 
in eastern Germany, was a late 
inclusion after nearly forfeiting 
his place when he lost a region- 
al title bout last month. 

Compatriot Marco Rudolph 
picked up the gold in the light- 
weight division Friday. 

Though Cuba’s super- 
heavyweight Roberto Balado 
was named by officials as the 
fighter of the tournament, box- 
ing aficionados were in no 
doubt that the Soviet Union’s 1 
Konstantin Tsziu . and . .U.S. . 
light-flyweight Eric Griffin 
were by far the most impress- 
ive. 

After Tzsiu’s 32-9 points win 
over American Vernon Forrest 
the Soviet fighter announced 
he would be turning profes- 
sional, the only champion not' 
to say he was aiming for gold in 
Barcelona. 

Griffin won his second world 
title by demolishing Cuba’s 
Rogelio Mearcelo and said he 
would turn professional after 
the 1992 Olympics. 

Balado wrapped up the fin- 
als with a convincing 21-7 vic- 
tory over Svilen Russinoff of 
Bulgaria to give him his second 
world title. 


I THINK IT U)0ULD BE 
BETTER TO ASK FOR THE 
COOKIES FIRST 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY NOVEMBER 24, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Af- fam u if y “***?* 

ter a pretty quiet start your judg- enjoys when you do think .about i 
mem isdcar* after cariy aftenxxm them and gwe some sunpto cooq*. | 

so put off deciding what your going ments. 

to do till the aspects are with you. LIBRA: (September 23 to October j 
You will find others willing to wait 22) Attending the services -of ste- 1 

ARIES- f March 21 to Amil 191 dies of your choice with coageaaj 

ARIES. (March Zl to April ivj companions renews yoiftAawir 1 

You certainly have every sort of lhou J h|s m tbe channels that Wte 
need to get a fresh new slant on 'youpeace. > 

gaining tbe additional character •***' 

building that means so much to you SCORPIO: (October 23 to Npstm- 

now. ber 21) Now you have it in. your 

power to show that you are Ae one • 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) who does understand thevatacofa 
Your intuition is unusually accu- dollar and can see ways to make 
rate today so rely upon it instead of much more. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 

.void forcing *»»*. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) This plc&sc your personal and 
is your day to show you are willing companions so get together with 
to meet all associates at least half them at charming sites. 

ar'firJMrsv s • 

with an, partners. JS^i^dgate IteSEoS’plE 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to tosophies of life that appeal to yon 
July 21) You now have some in- and reach some conclusion where 
dication just what you can do to you are headed, 
make a hit with those who assod- AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Fcbru- 
ate with you by rendering them ^ 19 ) Now you are able to get 
some thoughtful service. together with friends and acquaint- 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This is ances and really be that gregarious 
your time to be sure that you have Aquarius for which you are so 
a happy time and get built up for noted and have such ability, 
the coining weeks when you can PISCES: (February 20 to Man* 
put in motion any good ideas dyna- 20) Take some time out to think 
rakally. out just where you do stand in the. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September community in which you live and' 

22) You would be wise to forget make a point to do what wfll 

your own desires and do something improve your image. ' 


THE BETTER HALF* 


By Harris 


HARRIS 



I want to report a robbery! My 
alarm dock stole a really good 
dream from me!” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, T 
one letter to each square, to form I (ff 
four ordinary words. | ^ 


ESTAE 


YONAN 


BRUNKE 


NUCCOR 


Answer his 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: BALMY 


THAT SURGEON OPENED 
UP THE PATIENT, ANI7 
ENPEF UP BY RE- 
MOVING THIS. - 

I ^ 

Now arrange the circled tetters io 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 
NOZZLE TYPIST 


Answer The best way to express contempt eapedafly 
when iha other guy is bigger— SILENTLY 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Bernice Gordon 


ACROSS 
1 Mother ot 


5 Bikini ums 
9 Max. coin 

13 Site of the Incan 
ruins 

14 Standards 

16 Redolence 

17 Volcanic lava 

18 Nautical term 

19 Run of the — 

20 Stage work 
23 Portion 

25 Football's 


26 Camper's bed 

27 Engine sound 
30 iste of exfle 

33 Verse start 

34 Lost 

36 Yoga position 

38 Charles Dickens 

39 Sheep 

40 Buddhist sect 

42 Beig. river 

43 Of space 

45 Shock 
47 Fate 

46 Favorable 
martin 

49 Kaier whale 

51 Letters on a 
vane 

52 Middle East 
chief 

55 More adorable 
57 Premieres 

62 Hospital room 

63 Speak 
pompously 

64 Seven-year 
happening 

67 Steed 

68 Passover feast 

69 PartofTLC 

70 Slender 

71 Volume 

72 Lined up 

DOWN 

1 Soma records 

2 Conger 

3 Put cxi an act? 

4 Presage 

5 — B'nth 

*6 Col. mil. gp. 


uua aaii 



TH AT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME j 
a by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee ! 



■■a jhbj 


anas aau 


iaaa aam 
■naam 


01BS1 Tneuna Man I SartrfMB. toe. 
« Bums Rmwi 


7 Bring about 
B Beam 

9 Knobs on sword 

MBs 

10 Ms Adams- 

11 Auction word 

12 Parte airport 
15 Humane society 

21 Champagne 
word 

22 NY etty 

23 Type Of Avar 

24 M. Balzac 
«8 "Hue— " 

29 Takes 

advantage of 

31 Famous dancer 

32 A person 
35 Cota d'— 

37 Rayed 50 Harr's 

flower expression 

38 Lacquer 53 Slaughter of 

ingredient baseball 

41 Rat. book 54 Lono-tegged 

44 Something to be bird 
done 66 Chy on the 

46 Whtrtwtnd Mohawk 


Yesterday's Pooh. Solved: 


nnnrn nn^n nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nonnnnnnpf nnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnnnn 
„„ nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnn .nnnnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn non 
nnnnnn nnnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnn nnnnnn 
ftcirann nnnnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn, 
nnnnn nnnn nnn 


57 Night birds 
56 Bucket - 

59 "Able was I - 
. saw Fftai" 

60 Particular 

61 Actor Richard 
55 — Ma^xxi 
6 S Chop down 
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Analysts expect more losses on Wall Street 



Geoi$e Bosh 


NEW YORK (R) — Wall Street 
stocks, which have prospered de- 
spite the sluggish U.S. economy, 
are losing ground as investors 
turn pessimistic, fearing that poli- 
tical indecision is pushing a recov- 
ery further into the future. 

The Dow 3 ones industrial aver- 
age’s dumpy ride downward be- 
gan with a 120-point tumble on 
Nov. 15 that was seen as a water- 
shed for this year’s bull market. 

A feared market collapse did 
not follow the one-day plunge. 
But in the past week the Dow lost 
40.47 points — 1.4 per cent — to 
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Financial 

Markets 


Jordan Times 


Cairo Amman Bank 

U5. Dollar fan International Markacs 


Currency 

NEWORK 

CLOSE 

21/11/ 

NEW0RK 

CLOSE 

l*"* 22/11/9 ; 

Sterling Pound ' 

1.6915 

1.6935 

Deutsche Mark 

1.5995 

1.5845 

Swiss Franc 

1 .4718 

I .4105 

French Franc 

5.4645 

5.4165 

Japanese Yen 

129.55 

129.41 

Earopean Cnrreny Unit 


1.28 20 


ISO Vtr 5 TC 

■' En(a* Up*Blnt U >« B.m. GMT 


23/11/91 


Si 


i 

Zf 


Cmrency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

U.S. Dollar 

4. SI 

4.67 

4.81 

4.96 

Sterling Pound 

70.50 

70.50 

70.50 

70.50 

Deutsche Mark 

9.TZ 

9.37 

9.37 

9.37 

Swiss Franc 

7.75 

6.12 

£.00 

7.47 

French Franc 

9.81 

9.75 

9.75 

9.63 

Japanese Yen 

6.25 

6.15 

5.90 

5 .68 

European Currency Unit 

10.00 

70.00 

10.06 

10.00 


rOn far man nrmflnc I -V IMbn I .oon.sofl or equivalent. 

dm: 23/11/91 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm u 

Metal 

USD/Ok 

JD/Gm 

Gold 

368.25 

7.00 

Saver 

4.15 

.090 


c 21 Km 

Central Bank of Jordan Exchange Rata BnDctta 

Data: 23111/91 
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Currency 

Bid 

OfTer 

U.S. Dollar 

0.6780 

0.6800 

Sterling Pound 

1.2147 

1.2208 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4276 

0.42 97 

Swiss Franc 

0.4804 

0.4828 

French Franc 

0.1250 

■ 0.1256 

Japanese Yen* 

0.5235 

0.5261 

Dutch G uOder 

0.579Z 

0.3811 • 

Swedish Krona 

0.7755 

0.1161 

Italian Lira* 

0.05*5 

0.0568 

Belgian Franc 

0.2075 

0.2085 


’ r*r IW 

Other Cnncncks 


23/11/91 


•. -i 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

7.7490 

7.7770 

Lebanese lira 4 

0.0707 

0.0774 

Saadi Riyal 

0.7405 

0.7475 

Kuwaiti Dinar 



Qatari Riyal 

0.1837 

0.1846 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2000 

0.2170 

Omani Rival 

1.7330 

777770 

UAE Dirham 

0.1837 

0.7446 

Greek Drachma 4 

0.3700 

0.3800 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4882 

1.5028 


' Pkr'IH 

CAB I niBg— j f*»r Amman Financial 


Market 


Index 

13/11/91 Ctaw 

20/17/9! close 

AJl-Share 

124.4 9 

124.04 

Banking Sector 

705.06 

104.91 

Insurance Sector 

126. & 

725.95 

Industry Sector 

753.70 

754.70 

Services Sector 

134.84 

137.25 * 


Dtomber 31. I*» = l« 


end at 2.902.73. 

Analysts expect more losses 
before the year-end as investors 
scramble to take profits. Confu- 
sion over economic policy in 
Washington has done little to 
boost investor confidence. 

“1 think what we witnessed 
over the past week has been a 
dramatic shift in investor psychol- 
ogy," said Bradley Turner of 
McDonald and Co. “The result of 
that shift was the unwillingness to 
look beyond the bad news." 

Investors first became un- 
nerved by Senate passage of a bill 
to cap interest rales charged on 
credit cards. The proposal, which 
was aimed at stimulating consum- 
er spending, raised fears that it 
would instead worsen the credit 
crunch and hurt bank profits. 

The White House said Presi- 
dent George Bush would veto 
any such measure and Congress 
later backed off. ' * 

The markets received another 
jolt on Thursday on rumours — 
later denied — that the Bush 
administration would give tax 
credits to buyers of U.S.-made 
cars. 

“It definitely looks like there's 
plenty of bad news out there for 
the bears, both on the political 
and economic fronts," said James 
Wright, - portfolio manager at 
Bank One Ohio Trust. 

“We have a basic environment 
in which the Federal Reserve has 
cut rates enough to eventually 


stimulate the economy," Mr. 
Wright said. 

But I think there’s great poten- 
tial for a drop (in stocks). This 
administration is very accident- 
prone, and the potential for poli- 
tical mis-steps is very high,” he 
pointed out. 

Analysts said stocks have been 
vulnerable to a pullback. Before 
the sharp drop on Nov. 15, smal- 
ler issues as represented by the 
NASDAQ index were up about 
40 per cent this year. 

Biotechnology stocks in par- 
ticular had been buoyed by a long 
wave of speculative buying. 

But after bidding up shares in 
anticipation of an economic re- 
covery, investors have grown im- 
patient with the pace of growth, 
analysts said. 

The Dow, which hit a record 
closing high of 3,077.15 on Oct. 
18, was now likely to slip to 2,800 
to 2,850, they said. 

“We've been in a very specula- 
tive market cycle,” said Frank 
Kennedy, chief market strategist 
at Equitable Capital Manage- 
ment Corp. “The speculation got 
overdone particularly in the 
health-care sectors.” 

But he and other analysts said 
the bullish case for the market is 
still intact. 

"The primary thing that drives 
a bull is the direction of rates," 
said Mr. Kennedy. TTie Federal 
Reserve last cut the discount rate 
by a half-point to 4.5. per cent on 


Nov. 6. 

“The economy bottomed in the 
second quarter, there’s no ques- 
tion about that, and the recovery 
is somewhat slower than normal. 
That's an ideal environment be- 
cause short-term rates are flat to 
down,” he said. 

That means the stock market 
still looks attractive to investors 
faced with the alternative of ex- 
tremely low returns on other in- 
vestments. 

In general, it's shaping up to be 
winter of discontent between 
American business and President 
Bush over economic policy. 

A rising chorus of business 
leaders say they are still waiting 
for consistent, wed-articulated 
economic policy from the White 
House. • 

“We're just prayerfully hoping 
that somewhere in Washington, 
leadership will solidify," said 
Gordon Macklin. chairman and 
co-chief executive officer of 
Hambrecht Quist, a securities 
brokerage firm in San Francisco. 

“I think Bush is baffled and 
confused on economic policy... 
that is eroding confidence in him 
among Democrats who were 
favourably disposed to him as 
wed as Republicans,” said Jim 
Kline, owner of Accent Chicago, 
'a retail chain in the midwestem 
U.S. city. 

More and more grumbling can 
be heard among business execu- 


tives, bankers and brokers — 
traditionally bastions of Republi- 
can support — about an appear- 
ance of White House uncertainty 
on bow to help the country out of 
recession. 

The critics say fMs impression 
has been reinforced in recent 
weeks as the Bush administration 
has failed to react strongly to a 
spate of bad econcomic news and 
a variety of tax-cut proposals on 
Capitol Hfll to stimulate the eco- 
nomy. 

While Republican strategists 
and a diuitustiti on officials say 
they are aware of business com- 
plaints, they say it’s unlikely 
many businessmen will start sup- 
porting the Democrats, who tend 
ot favour more government in- 
tervention in business. 

“You have very shaken com- 
munity of business leaders, cham- 
ber-of-commerce types.” said 
Glen Bolger, a pollster at Public 
Opinion Strategies, a Republican 
polling firm.. “There's nervous- 
ness and a sense that they want 
the president to show concern 
and do something. 

“But I’m not too concerned 
about it because I know they are 
not going to vote for Tom Harltin 
or Mario Cuomo," Mr. Bolger 
said, referring to one Democrat 
who is seeking his party's pres- 
idential nomination and another 
who may do so. . 

But a senior administration 


official sounded more troubled 
about the unrest in the business 
community. 

“Some people in the adminis- 
tration are worried about it,” he 
said. “(Vice President) Quayle 
and (Commerce Secretary 
Robert) Mosbacber prick up lots 
of discontent.” 

“An enthusiasm loss among 
business groups over the long run 
can translate into a vote loss,” 
said the official, who asked not to 
be identified. 

At the Washington-based U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce econom- 
ist William Macreynolds recited a 
litany of what be called “errors of 
omission and commission" by the 
Bush administration. 

“The lack of a growth plan 
concerns people in the industries 
hard-hit by recession, like con- 
struction and automobiles,”. Mr. 
Macreynolds said. 

“Then there's the tax increase 
last year, the management of the 
dreadful thrift bailout, the enor- 
mous increase in regulation that 
businesses face,” he continued. 

“And while you can blame a 
large portion of it on Congress, 
the president has gone along with 
it,” he said. 

But for many business leaders, 
the problem with Mr. Bush is not 
so much his economic policies as 
how be presents them. 

“The fact is there is this illusion 


that the country is rudderless,*' 
said Hambrecht Quist’s Macklin, 
“They (administration officials) 
have communicated a fun- 
damentally sound economic poli- 
cy in a way that is defensive, that 
does not show much concern for 
the real human tragedies that are 
out there.” 

Robert Dugger, chief econom- 
ist for the American Bankets 
Association, said to-ing and fro- 
ing on economic issues by the 
White House and Congress had' 
created enormous uncertainty. 

One example of this was Mr. 
Bush's recent call for lower cre- 
dit-card interest rates, followed 
by a congressional proposal to 
mandate lower rates, Mr. Dugger 
said. Both Mr. Bush and Con- 
gress backpedalled after the mar- 
kets reacted badly. 

“The level of uncertainty that 
comes just from government ac- 
tions alone is unprecedented,” 
Mr. Dugger said. “We don’t 
know when the rules are going to 
change.” 

White House chief of staff John 
Sununii, in an interview with 
Business Week magazine, 
blamed some of the administra- 
tion’s confusion on business lead- 
ers themselves. 

“He (Bush) talks to large busi- 
ness versus small business, and 
the advice quite often has self- 
conflicting components,” Mr. 
Sununu said. 


Specialists 
study Aden for 
free trade zone 


ADEN, Yemen (R) — U.S. spe- 
cialists have started a $4 mi lion 
survey of Aden as part of a drive 
to turn Yemen’s economic capital 
into a free trade zone, an official 
has said. 

Free Zones Administrative 
Board official Ahmad Abdallah 
A! Qadi said the year-long social 
and economic survey would in- 
clude roads, power plants, water 
and sewage systems, telecom- 
munications, air and sea ports 
and the ageing oil refinery. 

Many of the services have not s 
been changed since British rule 
ended 24 years ago. 

The survey was being carried 
out by the U.S. firm United 
Engineers and Contractors, a 
subsidiary of the Denver-based 
Raytheon Company, Mr. Qadi 
said. 

Local engineers had been 
assigned to work with the U.S. 
team, Mr. Qadi said. 

The survey would help assess 
improvements needed for turning 
Aden into a free trade zone. 

He also said the Free Zones 
Authority had prepared a draft 
bill covering Aden’s future admi- 
nistration. The bfl], providing for 
exemptions from taxes and fees 
and offering equal opportunities 
for local and foreign investors, 
was expected to be approved by 
the government by next June. 

_ Proposed privileges include 
lifting of currency controls, 
guarantees against any possible 
nationalisation of property or 
confiscation of assets, as well as 
easing of export and import res- 
trictions. 

Located on Europe's main 
shipping lanes to Asia and East 
Africa, Aden was a bustling inter- 
national port during 130 years of 
British rule. Marxist revolu- • 
tionaries took over after inde- 
pendence in 1967. 

The refinery attracted little 
foreign interest, partly due to the 
isolation of Aden’s tben-Marxist 
rulers, but last year’s merger be- 


tween north and south Yemen 
enabled it to process crude oil 
produced in the north. 

MF.ES said that of the oil now 
being processed, 60,000 b/d was 
Yemeni Marib crude carried by 
tanker to Aden from a Yemeni 
terminal further north on the Red 
Sea. Some 40,000-50.000 b/d of 
products is for domestic con- 
sumption and the rest is ex- 
ported. 

The remaining 50.000-60,000 b/d 
.processed is Omani and Iranian 
crudes refined for coastal" rind 
vital of the United States and 
Malaysia's Petronas, it said. 

MEES said the refinery was 
planning to build new storage 
tanks with a capacity of 196,000 
barrels at a cost of some $50 
million, to be financed by the 
refinery itself. 

Meanwhile, the Aden oil refin- 
ery, once one of the world's 
largest and a vital supplier of fuel 
for ships, has apparently doubled 
its business after union between 
the two Y emeus and a change of 
political direction. 

The authoritative oil newsletter 
M iddle East Economic Survey 
(MEES) has said the refinery, 
which has a capacity of 170,000 
barrels of crude oil per day (b/d), 
110,000-120,000 b/d. — had 
raised through put to its highest 
level for years. 

The refinery had hoped to 
reach those levels in 1990 but its 
plans were disrupted by die Gulf 
war, MEES said. It did not give a 
previous throughout level tot in- 
dustry sources in September put 
this at about 60,000 b/d. 

The refinery, built by British 
Petroleum in 1954 but now state- 
owned,' saw its fortunes decline 
after the closure of the Suez 
Canal at the time of the Middle 
East war in 1967 which led to a 
major change in world ofl ship- 
ping routes. It has run at less than 
half capacity since. 



Cinema 
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Van Damme — In 

[DOUBLE IMPACT 


Shows: 3:30. 6:15. &30. 1030 



- Td: 675571 

f Wabfl A1 Mashifi Theatre \ 


‘SOMERSAULT TIME* PLAY 

Starring ‘Abu Awwad Fanruty’ 

After the great success it achieved 
continues its shows daily 
at 8:30 p.m. 

Plena buy your tickets In ativmce 


Joe Versos The 
Volcano 


Shows: 1230, 330, 6:15, 830. 1030 p.m. 
XS= ' Td: 625155 

RAINBOW 





Adel Imam & Hussein Fahmfi 
in 

PLAYING WITH THE BIG GUYS 


. (Arabic) 





Taiwan 
currency 
reserves 
top $78b 

TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan’s foreign 
currency reserves, the world’s 
largest, have soared to a record 
high of about $78 billion, a senior 
central bank official said Satur- 
day. 

The reserves, boosted by 
Taiwan’s trade surplus and in- 
terest earnings, jumped to $77.2 
billion at the end of October, 
central bank governor Samuel 
Shieh toM -a. hews (conference. 

... The figufo.a^rrparpd ,to $76.4 
billion in' September and the pre- 
vious record of $76.7 billion at 
the end of 1987. 

Mr. Shieh declined to give the 
current size of the reserves. But a 
senior central bank official said 
the figure was about $78 billion. 

Another official said the re- 
serves would rise farther to about 
$80 billion by the end of the year. 

Local bankers said the rise was 
caused partly by central bank 
intervention in the foreign ex- 
change market. 


Russian parliament takes 
control of Soviet banks 


MOSCOW (R) — The Russian 
parliament Friday said it was 
taking over control of the last 
' bastinos of Soviet central econo- 
i mic power, the state bank (Gas- 
bank) and the bank for foreign 
economic affairs (Vneshekonom- 
bank). 

! A radical resolution, approved 
by an overwhelming majority, 
put the twin pillars of Soviet 
finance firmly in the grip of the 
giant republic. 

But deputies declined to give 
Russian leader Boris Yeltsin 
direct jurisdiction over the finan- 
cial institutions. 

j The resolution made Russia's 
I central bank “die only body on 
Russian territory responsible for 
|Kstate -monetary, credit and cur- 
rency policy, the main aim of 
which is to strengthen the rou- 
ble.” 

The government of Byelorus- 
sia, the third most powerful re- 
public, issued an order shortly 
afterwards dosing all its hard 
currency accounts with Vnesbe- 
konombank. 

Gosbank is currently responsi- 
ble for Soviet monetary policy 
and issuing currency, while 
Vnesbekonombank handles ser- 


KOSE1N1 BOUTIQUE 

has a vacancy for a saleswoman. Candidate 
should have long experience in this field. 

Pis. contact Koseini Boutique, 
Jabal Amman — Rainbow Street, tel. 624701 


vicing of the country’s -foreign 
debt of aboutr $70 billion. 

Byelorussia ordered the trans- 
fer of its hard currency to a 
republican bank within two 
weeks, TASS news agency said. 

Last week, Mr. Yeltsin signed 
several decrees taking control of 
central ministries, gold reserves 
and most of foreign trade. 

Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev is campaigning for the 
creation of a political union be- 
tween the republics but many 
republics seem bent on pursuing 
their own economic policies. 

Financial stability is regarded 
as crucial for efforts to form an 
economic union and to maintain 
vital foreign credits' 

The Russian moves -Mewed 
an agreement by at least eight 
republics, inducting Russia and 
Byelorussia, on assuming joint 
responsibility for repaying fore- 
ign debt and authorising Vneshe- 
konombank to continue servicing 
it. 

That accord cleared the way for 
a major aid package from the 
Group of Seven (G-7) leading 
industrialised nations. 

Mr. Yeltsin appears to be 
pushing ahead with reform re- 
gardless of what inter-republican 
arrangements are being made and 
said earlier this week that he 


would resign if his efforts failed. 

The parliament’s resolution 
was adopted after it rejected a 
similar proposal by Mr. Yeltsin, 
which would have made the Rus- 
sian central bank subordinate to 
the government and not parlia- 
ment. ! 

Sergei Shakhrai, a presidential 
aide, denounced rejection of Mr. 
Yeltsin’s draft decree and called 
Friday “a dark day.” 

Soviet and Western bankers 
have warned that any attempt by 
republics to encroach on Gas- 
bank or Vnesbekonombank acti- 
vities could do further damage to 
confidence in the country’s ability 
to m ee t its financial obligation^. 

The parliamentary resolution 
said that, until the creation of an 
inter-republican banking union, 
the Russian central bank would 
be responsible for issuing roubles 
for the whole country. 

Gosbank, to be taken over by 
Jan. 1, would be able to open an 
account with the Russian bank to 
service the Soviet budget and 
internal debt, it said. 

Russia’s central bank will take 
control of the activities of 
Vnesbekonombank by Dec. 15 
and it will be registered as a 
commercial bank responsible for 
servicing Soviet foreign debt. 


Handy Cam For Sale 

Grundig handy cam, model VS-C 45 colour camera recorder. 
VHS-C Pa) system (CCD) charge coupled device, super colour 
video reporter, brand-new with all accessories. Made in Japan. 

For more Information please call Osama at 628101 
from 10 a.m.-8 pan. 


WANTED 

Small car. Duty paid (preferable) or duty free. 

Please call 817335 after 7:00 p.m. 


r-Far East lady Is looking for employment for 
household Including cleaning, cooking, sewing. 

Top-references available being employed before by Europeans in 
Amman. 

Arabic language, Engl, language: Yes 
Living: outside the house possible. 

Fair salary requested accordingly. Resld. permission: available. 

TeL: contacts kfndty every afternoon 
from 14:00 pjn. c/o Argo Co. 084115. 


=M = 


CUT1VE SECRETARY VACANCY 


_ i 


A leading Export/lmport Co. requires a 3 years min. experienced 
secretary with full knowledge of all office procedures including 
computer and an excellent command of English and Arabic 
languages/typing in both languages arid correspondence. 

1 Interested persons, please call 696501/696502 working 
i lira. 8 - 2 , 4-6 Saturday till Thursday. 


BRAND NEW, INDEPENDENT VILLA 
FOR RENT 

Located at Al FERDOUS (PARADISE CITY) Amman, 6 
minutes away from Hussein Medical City. 

Contains 2 spacious salons, 4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms 
and a fully equipped kitchen. The villa has an uninterrupted 
panoramic view, and its garden has a hand-carved 
marble fountain. 

No Mediators — CaU the owner at 668410 or 644201. 


On TXm Occasion Of 
His Majesty K3xig Hussein’s Birthday 
Jordanian Turkish Friendship Association 

cordially invites you to a slide show on Jordan presented 
by Turkish photographer 

OSMAN AKUZ 

at Royal Cultural Centre, Nov. 24th, 1991. Time; 8 p.m. 
Entrance free 


Violette Miraziz has the pleasure to invite you to her 
First Table Covers and Ornaments Exhibition . . 
Held at the occasion of X’mas 
at the reception of the 

Royal Cultural Centre (RCC) 

During Nov. 24, 25th, 26th 
from 8-2 a.m. and 4-8 p.m. 


INDUSTRIAL COORDINATOR 

Energetic engineer (BSc or better, preferably in 
Industrial Engineering (IE) needed to market IE 
services to industry, prepare and market IE semi- 
nars, identify opportunities for projects in industry for 
faculty and staff, assist with student placements, and 
prepare a database to track careers of IE graduates. 
Requires 3-5 years experience in industry, fluent 
spoken and written English and Arabic, thorough 
knowledge .of data base management Short-term 
consulting contract through August 1992, possibly 
longer. 

Send resume with fee requirements by Dec. 1 to: 

Professor A. Watvekar 
■ IRD/Macro International Inc. 
c/o IE Dept Fac. of Engineering & Technology 
University of Jordan, Amman, Jordan 
Telephone 843555 Ext 2834 
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arrlng Yugoslav leaders meet IU.S. congressmen seek any 


U.N. peace role 


Soviet aid they can win 


GENEVA (R) — Warring lead- 
ers from Yugoslavia met in Gene- 
va Saturday to discuss the possi- 
ble introduction of a United Na- 
tions peace force in the Balkan 
state. 

The meeting, which came as 
pressure by tbe Serbian-led 
armed forces appeared to be 
mounting against breakaway 
Croatia, was called at short notice 
by U.N. special envoy Cyrus 
Vance, a former U.S. Secretary 
of State. 

Mr. Vance's aide Herbert 
Okun said die aim of the talks at 
Geneva's Palais des Nations was 
“ro pursue discussions on the 
feasibility of a United Nations 
peacekeeping operation in 
Yugoslavia." 

At tbe meeting, which began 
just after 2 p.m. (1300 GMT), 
were Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic. President Franjo 
Tudjman of Croatia and General 
Veljko Kadijevic, Yugoslav 
federal defence minister, Mr. 
Okun said. 

The three flew into Geneva, 
seat of the U.N. European bead- 
quarters, soon after Mr. Vance, 
who left Belgrade earlier in the 
day after a week there assessing 
the prospects for deploying a 
U.N. force. 

Mr. Vance, appointed by 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar to probe tbe. possibili- 
ties for a role for the world body 


in bringing peace to Yugoslavia, 
was chairing the meeting. 

Also present, Mr. Okun said, 
was European Community peace 
envoy Lord Carrington, a former 
British foreign secretary who has 
spent weeks seeking to negotiate 
a firm ceasefire. 

Fighting between the Serbian- 
led federal army, which Gen. 
Kadijevic effectively commands, 
and Croatian forces has intensi- 
fied since the gradual collapse of 
the last ceasefire called on Nov. 
16. 

Mr. Vance summoned the 
Geneva talks after an emergency 
meeting with Lord Carrington in 
Belgrade Friday, and diplomats 
in the Yugoslav capital said it 
could make or break EC and 
U.N. efforts to stop the fighting. 

The Yugoslav News Agency, 
Tanjug, said tbe two envoys bad 
met Federal Foreign Minister 
Budimir Loncar and told him a 
permanent, unconditional cease- 
fire was essential before U.N. 
troops could be sent. 

Asked bow long the Geneva 
talks would last, Mr. Okun said: 
“They will leave when they are 
finished." 

But diplomatic sources said the 
meeting was unlikely to go 
beyond Saturday, and that Mr. 
Vance would report to Mr. Perez 
de Cuellar on the outcome Sun- 
day. 

U.N. security guards mounted 


Conservative big guns fire 
broadside at Thatcher 


LONDON (R) — Margaret 
Thatcher was at tbe centre of a 
storm within tbe ruling Conserva- 
ti* e Party Saturday after brand- 
ing her chosen successor John 
Major “arrogant and wrong" for 
refusing to hold a referendum on 
Europe. 

"Mrs. Thatcher seems finally 
to have flipped,” said Hugh 
Dykes, chairman of the Euro- 
pean movement. "It is out- 
rageous to see her being so dis- 
loyal to ‘her prime minister."' 

Is a tough tirade which delight- 
ed Britain's opposition parties, 
“Iron lady” Thatcher Friday 
night bitterly criticised Mr. Ma- 
jor's decision to rule out a nation- 
al referendum on European 
Monetary Union. 

“I think it is arrogant and I 
tliink it is wrong," she told Inde- 
pendent Television News (TIN). 

Senior Conservatives Saturday 
expressed anger and dismay at 
tbe attack, which came precisely 
one year to the Jay after her 
downfall as premier in a row over 
Britain's policy towards 
Europe. 

“what is the lady up to?” 
asked Sir Marcus Fox, vice-chair- 
man of the influential conserva- 
tive 1922 Committee and a loyal 
Thatcher lieutenant while she was 
in office. 

"It's breathtakingly arrogant 
on her part to describe John 
Major in this way,” Sir Marcus 
said. 

Mrs. Thatcher whipped up a 
strom in parliament this week 
when she called for a referendum 
if Britain eventually agrees to 
join a single currency, an issue to 
be debated at a key European 
Community summit next month 
on political and monetary union. 

Mr. Major rejected the call, 
saying he did not accept tbe need 


for a referendum either after the 
summit or when the single cur- 
rency issue is likely to be finally 
decided in 1996. After a two-day 
debate be won a parliamentary 
vote on his Europe policy. 

Conservative member of par- 
liament Terry Dicks Saturday 
compared Mrs. Thatcher to Ed- 
ward Heath, who became a bitter 
and lonely figure after Mrs. 
Thatcher toppled him as leader. 
“She is beginning to sound in her 
behaviour like Ted Heath in 
skirts.” 

Sir Marcus said: “We do not 
want her to be a sort of figure- 
head, which she thinks she 
be, in keeping some sort of revolt 
going on our benches.” 

Michael Jopling, a former Con- 
servative cabinet minister, cited 
Mrs. Thatcher's past opposition 
to calling a referendum. 

“I find it astonishing bow peo- 
ple can provide back seat driving 
advice which is totally contrary to 
what they believed before,” said 
Mr. Jopling. 

Mrs. Thatcher, 66, showed in 
the ITN interview that she had 
lost none of the schoolmistress- 
like hectoring of her years in 
power as Britain’s longest-serving 
prime minister this century. 

She was at her most dogmatic 
in opposing loss of British 
sovereignty to a united Europe 
and in trumpeting her patriotism. 

• Opposition politicians made 
much of old wounds over Europe 
being opened amongst Con- 
servatives, who most call an elec- 
tion before nrid-1992. 

Liberal Democrat leader Pad- 
dy Ashdown said: “Mrs. Thatch- 
er has dispensed with the camouf- 
lage ... the battle lines are drawn 
and there is now open conflict 
between Mrs. Thatcher and the 
government.'* 


Wallenberg was executed -KGB aide 

STOCKHOM (R) — An aide to Soviet KGB chief Vadim 
Bakatin was quoted Saturday as saying he believed Swedish 
diplomat Raoul Wallenberg was executed two years after his 
disappearance when Soviet troops entered Budapest in 1945. “I 
personally believe that they shot Raoul Wallenberg in July 1947,” 
Vyacheslav Nikonov, a member of a Swedish-Soviet commission 
investigating Wallenberg's death, told the Swedish newspaper 
Dagens Nyheter. But Mr. Nikonov said there were still no 
documents establishing Wallenberg’s fete, possibly because tbe 
death penalty had been officially abolished in the Soviet Union at 
the time. Soviet officials have previously maintained that Wallen- 
berg, who saved tens of thousands of Hungarians from the Nazis 
before disappearing near the end of World War n, died of a 
heart attack in a Soviet prison in July 1947 at tbe age of 34. 

[Indian road tanker toll mounts to 61 

NEW DELHI (R) — At least 61 people were killed when a 
crashed road tanker exploded in western India after attracting a 
crowd of people who thought it was carrying kerosene, a popular 
cooking fuel, newspapers said Saturday. There was no definitive 
word on why the tanker exploded Friday, well after crashing and 
spilling its load of as yet unidentified chemicals. “It happened in a 
flash," the Times of India quoted one witness as saying. 
“Suddenly there was an ear-splitting explosion. Witinn five 
■minutes there were two more.” Tbe newspapers said 58 people 
were injured, 40 of them serio usly . 

India pressed on nuclear-free zone 

( NEW DELHI (R) — Hie United State has urged India to 
reconsidelrrts opposition to a proposed regional nuclear weapon- 
fire** zone that would include China, Indian official said Saturday. 
India has opposed the idea of five-power talks with the United 
States, the Soviet Union, China and old enemy Pakistan ever 
since Islamabad endorsed it earlier ibis year. But the officials said 
that in talks Friday, U.S. Under-Secretary of State Reginald 
Bartholomew urged a rethink of the Indian refusal to counte- 
nance regional nuclear talkr. India wants a global approach to the 
problem of nuclear arms. 


a special operation to keep repor- 
ters away from the meeting, in 
the old wing of the Palais des 
Nations which was built in tbe 
1930s as the headquarters of the 
League of Nations, tbe U.N.'s 
predecessor. 

A U.N. official sai d Mr. 
Vance, who as secretary of state 
under President Jimmy Carter in 
tbe late 1970s championed open 
diplomacy, had himself requested 
the measures to allow the talks to 
be held without media pressure. 

Serbs and Croats have strongly 
different views on bow and where 
a U.N. force might be deployed. 

Serbia and representatives of 
the 600,000-strong Serbian 
minority in Croatia say they 
should separate tbe warring sides 
inside Croatia. ‘ • 

But Croatia, which declared its 
independence from Yugoslavia in 
June, says U.N. troops should be 
stationed on its official borders, 
now largely overrun by the feder- 
al army. 

Scores of people, many of them 
civilians, died during the army’s 
capture of Vukovar after a three- 
month siege and federal forces 
have launched a new offensive 
around nearby Osijek. 

Croatian radio said Osijek and 
villages around it were attacked 
by the army during the night and 
again Saturday morning. 

Firing was reported along a 
30- kilometre front at Nova Gra- 


diska in central Croatia^ it added. 

Tanjug said, however, that tbe 
war fronts were calm with only 
sporadic artillery duels around 
Osijek. 

Diplomats said failure to agree 
a new ceasefire could end EC and 
U.N. efforts to stop the conflict. 

“I think this is the crunch, 
particularly for Vance,” a senior 
Western diplomat said. 

He indicated that the army’s 
push towards Osijek after the 
bloody surrender of Vukovar 
convinced Lord Carrington and 
Mr. Vance to take urgent action. 

“If the army carries on like this 
and tries to turn Osijek into 
another Vukovar, then there is 
not much point in our carrying 
on,” the diplomat added. 

Meanwhile in an interview for 
the Croatian television, former 
British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher chided Britain and 
other Western countries for not 
recognising Croatia and sup- 
plying arms to the breakaway 
republic to defend itself in Yugos- 
lavia’s civil war. 

“I said earlier to people over 
whom I would have hoped to 
have some influence that 1 
thought as the hostilities got 
worse and worse and more and 
more Croatians were being killed 
and massacred it would have 
been right to have recognised 
Croatia and Slovenia as indepen- 
dent,” she said. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Influen- 
tial members of the U.S. Con- 
gress sought President George 
Bush's support for aid to tbe 
Soviet Union which they said was 
needed to head off potential 
chaos there that could raise a 
nuclear threat. 

“I see the situation as very 
dangerous,” Senator David 
Boren, chairman of the Senate 
Intelligence Co mmittee , said. 

“We're dealing with the possi- 
ble collapse of a (Soviet) govern- 
ment that controls 30,000 nuclear 
weapons and is now friendly." 

Sen. Boren said be drew that 
assessment after meeting with 
Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) Director Roberet Gates 
and Yevgeny Primakov, a senior 
adviser to Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Senators and members of the 
House of Representatives intro- 
duced a variety of proposals for 
helping the Soviet Union. They 
ranged from a Si billion emergen- 
cy winter food plan to assistance 
solely to help Moscow reduce and 


control its nuclear arsenal. 

House Aimed Services Chair- 
man Les Aspin and other House 
leaders introduced the Si billion 
aid plan but Mr. Aspin told re- 
porters: “We'll take anything we 
can get." 

With possibly less than a week 
left before Congress adjourns for 
the year, Mr. Aspin said, it was 
“problematic but not impossible” 
to win any Soviet aid at all. 

He said aid supporters, there- 
fore, would simply press a variety 
of different proposals and seek 
both Mr. Bush's and then Con- 
gress’s approval of as many of 
them as possible. 

A coalition of senators tried to 
arrange a meeting with Mr. Bush 
to win White House support but 
Mr. Bush left for his Camp David 
weekend retreat without meeting 
them. 

Mr. Aspin ’s SI billion plan was 
dropped from a defence bfll last 
week because of congressional 
complaints that unemployed 
Americans should get economic 
aid first. 


It would authorise Mr. Bush to 
divert up to SI billion in defence 
money to have U.S. military 
planes fly food and medicine 
directly to areas with severe shor- 
tages, and to help reduce and 
control Soviet nuclear weapons. 

Mr. Aspin said the SI billion 
aid plan would be a dear U.S. 
defence programme because it 
would help prevent food crises or 
other chaos from returning hard- 
line Soviet leaders to power and 
resuming the cold war. 

The chief Senate proposal 
would authorise only nuclear 
weapons aid — use of upto $500 
miihou of defence money for 
technical advice and aid to help 
Moscow destroy nearly 15,000 of 
its estimated 30,000 nuclear 
weapons and secure the rest, pri- 
marily by moving them to Russia 
from other republics. 

That proposal is backed by 
Sen. Boren, Senate Armed Ser- 
vices Committee Chairman Sam 
Nunn of Georgia and more than a 
dozen other senators. Republi- 
cans as wefl as Democrats. 


Azerbaijan threatens action on 
Armenia after helicopter crash 


Timor investigator says 
Portugal caused killings 


JAKARTA (R) — A member of 
an Indonesian commission inves- 
tigating the army trilling of East 
Timorese protesters accused Por- 
tugal of being behind the inci- 
dent, the official Antara News 
Agency said Saturday. 

Up to 180 people were re- 
ported killed when troops fired 
on mourners in Dili, tbe capital of 
tbe former Portuguese colony, on 
Nov. 12, tiie official death toll is 
19. 

“The Dili incident was created 
by tbe government of Portugal by 
setting up an organisation (which is 
against Indonesia) and pitting 
(East Timorese) against each 
other," said Hadi Wayarabi a 
director of the Foreign Ministry. 

The official is also a member of 
seven-man government commis- 
sion set up to investigate the 
shooting. 

Antara quoted him as saying 
Lisbon bad tried to discredit In- 
donesia which annexed the terri- 
tory 16 years ago shortly after 


Portugal’s decolonisation. 

Portugal has long campaigned 
against Jakarta's rule there and 
demanded that the 750,000 East 
Timorese determine their own 
future. 

The head of the commission 
Djaelani, appealed for a copy of 
film taken during the shooting. 

“Help us find it to use as 
material because it certainly in- 
dudes data we must collect, ” the 
Supreme Court judge told repor- 
ters Saturday. 

The film, shown in several 
countries, includes graphic scenes 
which appear to contradict the 
army version of events that the 
soldiers were provoked and 
opened fire after misunderstand- 
ing an order, according to diplo- 
raats. 

Mr. Djaelani has promised a 
thorough and objective investiga- 
tion. The commission will go East 
Timor Thursday but be did not 
say how long it would stay. 


Peru’s ex-President Garcia 
charged with embezzlement 


MOSCOW (R) — Azerbaijan, 
accusing Armenia of shooting 
down an unarmed helicopter, 
threatened action against its 
neighbouring Soviet republic as 
fresh tensions gripped the fast- 
disintegrating country's southern 
rim. 

Azerbaijani President Ayaz 
Mntalibov vowed to take mea- 
sures against Armenia after the 
helicopter crash Wednesday, in 
which 20 people died. 

“We have tbe firmest inten- 
tions. I think our side will take all 
measures because things have 
gone too far. Every day more 
blood is being shed," be told 
Russian Television Friday in the 
republic's capital, Baku. 

Armenian President Levon 
Ter-Petrosyan said the agenda for 
an emergency session of the 
Azerbaijani parliament next 
week, to discuss imposing martial 
law in the republic and cutting all 
links with Armenia, was in effect 
a declaration of war. 

A new outbreak of fighting also 
threatened to break out in the 
troubled Georgian region of 
South Ossetia, which opposes 
Georgia’s bid for independence. 

And in a further sign of the 
collapse of central Soviet power, 
the Russian parliament voted Fri- 
day to take control of tbe Soviet 
state bank Gos K k and tbe 
Soviet bank for foil. economic 
affairs Vneshekonobank. 


Hundreds of thousands of peo- 
ple gathered in Baku for the 
funerals of those killed when the 
helicopter crashed in the disputed 
enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh, 
scene of a prolonged guerrilla war 
between Armenian and Azerbai- 
jani militants. 

Azerbaijani officials say the 
helicopter was shot down, but 
Armenia says the crash was 
caused by bad weather. 

“The first information handed 
over by tbe Azeri side proved 
that it was an accident,” said Mr. 
Ter-Petrosyan, quoted by the in- 
dependent Snark News Agency. 

“Some time later certain forces 
must have realised that this heli- 
copter crash could be used for 
other purposes, for stepping up 
anti-Armenian hysteria.” 

Armenia and Azerbaijan had 
agreed to start peace talks on 
resolving their dispute over 
Nagorno-Karabakh, the most in- 
tractable of the ethnic conflicts 
raging in ttte Soviet Union. 

More than 800 people have 
been killed there over the past 
four years. Senior peace nego- 
tiators were among those killed in 
the helicopter crash. 

Armenia broke off the talks 
Thursday because Azerbaijan 
failed to lift a two-week-old gas 
blockade which has brought 
Armenian industry to a virtual 
standstill. 

Soviet news agency (TASS) 


said one person was killed Friday 
in a rocket attack on three Arme- 
nian villages in the enclave, popu- 
lated mainly by Armenians but 
administered by Azerbaijan. 

Trouble also seemed to be 
feewing in South Ossetia, where 
dashes between Georgian and 
Ossetian gunmen have killed 
more than 200 people this year. 

The daily Sovictskaya Rossiya 
newspaper said Gerogfep Presi- 
dent Zviad Gamsakhurdia had 
urged Georgians to begin storm- 
ing Tskhinvali, the South Osse- 
tian capital , Saturday. 

TASS said later reliable 
sources reported that aimed 
Georgian groups were massing 
around Tskhinvali, which was 
suffering from “catastrophic” 
food shortages and cuts in water, 
gas and electricity supplies. 

Hie Russian parliament, con- 
tinuing to strip power from tbe 
central Soviet apparatus, voted to 
take control over Gosbank and 
Vneshekonobank, the major pil- 
lars of Soviet finance. 

The gove rnm ent of Byelorus- 
sia, the third most powerful re- 
public, issued an order shortly 
afterwards dosing all its hard 
currency accounts with Vneshe- 
konobank. 

Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin signed several decrees last 
week, taking control of central 
ministries, gold reserves and most 
of foreign trade. 


LIMA (R) — Former President 
Alan Garcia was formally 
charged Friday with embezzle- 
ment in office, becoming the first 
former leader in Peruvian history 
to face such charges. 

Mr. Garda, 42, who was presi- 
dent from 1985 to 1990, has de- 
nied any wrongdoing. He was 
accused last month by Peru’s sen- 
ate of embezzling some $400,000 
while in office. 

He was also linked to a bribery 
scandal involving the Bank of 
Credit and Commerce Interna- 
tional (BCCI), but he was not 
charged with wrongdoing in con- 
nection with BCCI. 

“Attorney General Pedro 
Mendez, exercising the faculties 
granted him in law. charged for- 
mer President Alan Garda with 
embezzlement of state funds,” 
said a one-page stagement re- 
leased shortly, after Mr. Mendez 
presented tbe charges before the 


Supreme Court. 

It gave no further details. 

An aide to Mr. Mendez said 
Mr. Garda was not charged in 
connection with the bank scan- 
dal, in which two Peruvian Cen- 
tral Bank officials are accused of 
accepting; S3.6 million in bribes 
from the’ BCCI in return for 
placing S270 million in reserves 
in the bank in 1986 and 1987. 

Mr. Garcia, who had been a 
senator for life, was stripped of 
his parliamentary immunity by 
the senate last month after it 
accused him of embezzlement. 

The charge came after the 
attorney general spent a month 
reviewing the some 6,000 pages 
of documentation submitted to 
his office by Peru’s congress. 

Mr. Garda called tbe vote 
“political persecution inspired by 
fear” on his enemies’ part that he 
or his centre-left Aprista Party 
will return to power. 


Aristide vows to return to power 


CARTAGENA, Colombia (R) 
— Ousted Haitian President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide arrived in 
Colombia Friday for talks with 
legislative critics and vowed to 
return to office. 

But in a sign of the deep gulf 
that must be crossed in talks here, 
one member of the Haitian par- 
liamentary delegation said Mr. 
Aristide’s return to his homeland 
after the military coup that 
ousted him would mean a civil 
war in which more than a million 
Haitians would die. 

“We are not going to say ‘if I 
return. I am going to return," tbe 
elegantly-dressed Aristide tdd re- 
porters on arrival in the Carib- 
bean resort erf Cartagena. 

“My heart is open to bear my 
brothers and then we will see tow 
we can come out together with an 
agreement which will be a source 
of happiness for everyone seeking 


democracy.” said Mr. Aristide, 
ousted in September, just months 
after, becoming Haiti’s first derao- 
cratkaily-elected president. 

Mr. Aristide arrived from 
Caracas on a Venezuelan Air 
Force jet several hours after a 
parliamentary delegation arrived 
from Haiti in a Colombian air- 
craft. 

Leaders of the parliamentary 
delegation spoke in measured 
and moderate terms when they 
arrived for the Organisation of 
American States (OAS) spon- 
sored talks. 

Senate President Dejean Be- 
lizaire said his 10- member group 
had come to talk to his compat- 
riots and to see what could be 
done to improve the Haitian 
crisis. 

But Josue Lafrance, a Cham- 
ber of Deputies member and 


hardline opponent of Mr. Aris- 
tide, told reporters: “If Aristide 
returns to this country right now 
you’ll be sony... we would have 
more than one million dead. That 
would be a civil war.” 

Many legislators have criticised 
Mr. Aristide, accusing him of 
ignoring the constitution and 
bypassing parliament. The de- 
legation included no members of 
the military. But OAS mediators 
say the army has promised to 
respect any agreement reached 
by civilian authorities. 

Augu5to Ramirez Ocampo, 
head of tiie OAS mediating team, 
said both sides wanted to comply 
with Haitfs constitution. He said 
any solution must include Mr. 
Aristide’s restoration as president 
but added that the two rides 
could discuss the formation of a 
new government. 


Khmer Rouge acknowledges Sihanouk as head of state 


BANGKOK (R) — The Khmer 
Rouge joined Cambodia’s other 
political factions Saturday in rec- 
ognising Prince Norodom Siha- 
nouk as bead of state. 

The Maoist group said in a 
broadcast it “would like to 
solemnly and officially state that 
... Norodom Sihanouk remains 
Cambodia’s legitimate and right- 
ful head of state Jnce before 18 
March 1970 to this day and until 
there is a new president resulting 
from free and democratic elec- 
tions.” 

March 18, 1970, was the date 
then-premier and head of state 
Prince Sihanouk was overthrown 
by General Lon Nol in a U.S.- 
supported coup. 

Hie Vietnam-installed Phnom 
Penh government Wednesday 
recognised Prince Sihanouk, at 
one time its most outspoken foe, 

as tiie head of state of all Cam- 
bodia. 

Son Sana, head of the U.S.- 
backed, anti-Commnuist Khmer 
People's National Liberation 


Front, said Thursday when he 
returned to Phnom Penh from a 
long exile that be bad never 
stopped recognising Prince Siha- 
nouk as bead of state. 

Tbe fourth Cambodian faction 
is tiie Sibanoultists themselves. 

The factions are gathering in 
Phnom Penh for a meeting of the 
U.N.-mandated Supreme Nation- 
al Council, which will represent 
Cambodian sovereignty until 
U.N.-supervised elections are 
held in 1993. 

The Khmer Rouge, were re- 
sponsible for the deaths of a 
million Cambodians during their 
1975-1979 rule of the country, 
said they issuing the statement on 
Prince Sihanouk to make Cambo- 
dia’s history “conform with truth 
and reality,” said tbe broadcast, 
which was monitored in 
Bangkok. 

Tbe Khmer Rouge also broad- 
cast a message froq Prince Siha- 
nouk thanking them for their 
decision. 

The former monarch said the 


Khmer Rouge’s "solemn and his- 
toric statement ... has greatly 
touched and moved me and I will 
mark and remember this in my 
heart forever." 

•‘This is justice for Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk," the prince 
shouted to tbe crowd in Phnom 
Penh after the government there, 
which he had opposed since 1979 
as puppets of Vietnam, acknow- 
ledged him as head of state. 

Prince Sihanouk, 69, returned 
f rom 13 years in exile on Nov. 14. 

Prince Sihanouk Saturday 
appealed to France, which played 
a major role in persuading 
Cambodians to agree to peace, to 
take the lead in rebuilding the 
country. 

“I am expecting help in every 
branch for tiie rehabilitation of 
the Cambodian people, who are 
very poor, very unhappy,” tbe 
prince told French Foreign Minis- 
ter Roland Dumas in his newly 
restored royal palace. 

“France must play tiie first 
role,” Prince Sihanouk said. 


Mr. Damas, on the second day 
of a three-day visit to the former 
French protectorate, is the first 
minister from the five permanent 
members of the United Nations 
Security Council to come to 
Phnom Penh since rival Cambo- 
dian factions agreed in Paris last 
month to end 13 years of war. 

Mr. Dumas co-fed the confer- 
ence at which the U.N. -spon- 
sored peace treaty was signed. 

Among those sitting with Mr. 
Duotas and Prince Sihanouk m a 
piushly carpeted reception room 
hung with Crystal chandeliers 
were Hun Sen, premier of the 
Phnom Penh government, his 
foreign minstter Hot Namhong 
and Prince Sihanouk’s son. 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh. 

Mr. Hun Sen announced an 
alliance with Prince Ranariddh 
after the latter returned to 
Phnom Penh with his father. 

Prince Ranarridh heads a guer- 
rilla group loyal to Prince Siha- 
nouk that until recently was part 
of a three-faction alliance battling 
to topple Mr. Hun Sen’s adminis- 


tration. 

Sihanouk reiterated that the 
a ll i an ce was not aimed at isolat- 
ing the two other guerrilla fac- 
tions, tiie radical Khmer Rouge 
and the non-Communist Khmer 
People’s National Liberation 
Front (KPNLF). 

Leaders of all four factions are 
in the capital for a meeting as 
members of tbe Supr eme Nation- 
al Council (SNC), a reconcilia- 
tion body that Prince Sihanouk 
heads. 

Prince Sihanouk said Saturday 
that his son would form a coali- 
tion government in Cambodia 
next week with Hun Sen. 

Prince Sihanouk said Prince 
Ranariddh and Mr. Hun Sea, 
whom Prince Sihanouk has 
started calling fads adopted son, 
“have decided to form a bipartite 
government within a week.” 

Prince Sihanouk announced 
last week that Prince Ranariddh 
and Mr. Hon Sen had forged an 
alliance and expected to share 
power after U.N.-supervised 
elections scheduled for 1993. 


Singapore suspends 
women’s magazine: : 

SINGAPORE (R) — Sin g apore 
has suspended publication of the 
local magazine "Woman's 
Affair” after an article critical <rf 
women parliamentarians, a 
spokeswoman for the Ministry fof 
Information and Arts said. “T1 k 
publication is temporarily so> 
pended,” die said. “The govern- 
ment has asked the editor fo 
explain why it has chosen to go 
beyond its scope of featuring 
women’s lifestyles, fashion and 
careers to make a- statement ab- 
out our women MPs." The ma g*. 
zine, published by World Pub- 
lishing, is a fashion and shopping, 
monthly which rarely mention 
politics. The editor was not avail- 
able for comment The article ii 
the November issue alleged 
women MPs elected on the nihM 
People’s Action Party’s (PAft 
ticket in August lacked expedi- 
ence in public affairs. The Straits 
Times newspaper said Prime 
Minister Goh Cbok Tong cited 
the artide as illustrating how the 
PAP’S relatively poor showing in 
the August poll had led to aa 
open hunting season on the ruling 
party. “My consultative style 
does not mean that we atiow 
magazines to report only negative 
and biased views,” Mr. Goh told 
a PAP convention last Sunday. 

Woman rescued after 
6 days in bath 

CAPE TOWN (R) — Police who 
called at an 84-year-oid South 
African woman's home to check 
why she was not answering tike 
phone found she had been stuck 
in her bath for six days. Police hi 
the east coast dty of Durban said 
they had been asked to make the 
check by Gertrude Bosnian's 
daughter, who had tried caning 
her mother from Johannesburg. 
They said Bosman, who suff ered 
from arthritis, had attempted fo 
bathe unaided when a regular 
helper failed to arrive. She is now 
recovering in hospital but plans to 
go to live with her daughter. 

Smuggling ring of 
rare Australian 
fossils uncovered /■ 

SYDifiEV (R) — Australian and 
Japanese police, working throng 
Interpol, are investigating and 
international theft and smuggling 
racket involving rare fossils up to 
600 million years old, Australian 
police said. One of the fossils, 
estimated by museum palaeonto- 
logists to be worth 600,000 dollars 
($474,000) in the collectors’ mar- 
ket, is one of the earliest known 
examples of marine life m the 
world and was stolen from Flin- 
ders Ranges National Park in 
South Australia. One of the rare 
fossils has since been found hi 
Japan, and others suspected erf 
being smuggled from rich fossil 
sites in Australia are also being 
examined, a spokesman for the 
Australian Federal Police said. 
Tbe police are working with In- 
terpol and the Tokyo Metropoli- 
tan Police to trackdown tbe rest, 
it said in a statement. Police say 
private collectors and museums 
pay big money for good fossils, 
the older and rarer the better. 
Authorities first learned of tiie ’ 
smuggling ring last month when - 
customs officers in Perth inter- 
cepted a man attempting to take ' 
four rare fossils out of Australia. 
Police later searched 13 homes 
and • businesses in tbe states Of' 
Western and South Australia sus- 
pected of involvement in the 
racket. The searches yielded hun- 
dreds of rare fossils, weighing 300 
ttfosrammes in total. They were* 
°f *£**** fi 811 * sea urchins an? 

ranging from 110 to 569 

million years old. 

Mental patient 
shackled in dungeon 
for 30 years 

PEKING (R) — A Chinese men- 
tal patient shackled in a dungeo* 
*or 30 years had to have his hair 
acked off with a saw beca use it 
was so matted and filthy, an' 
official newspaper said. Wang 
Jmgtai, who lived in a town on? 
side tiie northern city of ’Hanim, 
was 20 when a failed marriage'' 
drove him mad. Villagers, afraid 1 
of his Alness, chained him inside, 
an earthen dungeon with nothing 
but a hay pallet to sleep on, the 
in a report seen ii' 
Peking Wednesday. Discovered; 
after 30 years, Wang WiS 
immediately to hospital for txeat^ 
meat. Desperately titm, and mute ‘ 
after the years spent alone, Wang 1 
was so dirty his matted hair and ; 
fingernails had to be removed^ 
unth a saw, the newspaper . 
its Nov. 18 edition. Wang was 
treated- for nearly a year before* \ 
he was able to respond to t 
question. His sister, visiting hint 
for the first time, a&kedwhathe 
missed most. “My mother” be 
was quoted as answering. ‘ . 









